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THE CATECHISM. 



I he undersigned, appointed by the Book Commit 
cee to examine the Catechism to be revised, accord- 
ing to the vote of the last General Conference, by 
ftie Editor of Sunday-school books, hereby report 
ihat we have, to the best of our ability, performed 
the duty assigned us. The manuscript submitted by 
the Editor of Sunday-school books was carefully 
considered, and, after mature reflection, we do not 
hesitate to approve of it, and recommend it for 
general use in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

E. Hedding, N. Bangs, S. Olin, J. Holdich. 
New-York, April 18&, 1851. 

ACTION OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

This Catechism, and also Catechism No. 2, and spe^i* 
mens of No. S, having been submitted for examina* 
tion to the General Conference held in Boston, May 
1852, the same were referred to a select committee, 
composed of Revs. Elias Bowen, George Webber, 
and John H. Power. 

After a careful examination, the committee reported 
in favor of the plan and execution of the Catechisms 
submitted ; whereupev the Conference unanimously 
adopted the report of the committee, and ordered th« 
immediate publication of Nos. 1 and 2, and the comple- 
tion and issue of No. 8 on the plan proposed 
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THE CATECHISM. 



I. GOD. 

§ 1. His Nature and Attributes. 

I. . Who made you t 
trod. 

2. Who is God t 
The Creator of all things. 

3. What is Godt 
An uncreated Spirit. 

4. Where is God f 
God is everywhere. 

5. What does God know f 

God is all-wise ; he knoweth ail things, even the thought* 
of our hearts. — i John iii, *20. 

6. What can God dot 

God is almighty ; he doeth whatsoever he will. 

7. How long has God existed f 

God is eternal; he has lived always, and will live forever. 

8. What is the character of God t 
“ God is love.” — 1 John iv t 8. 

9. Is God holy t 

God is holy ; he hateth all workers of iniquity. — P«a. ▼, 5. 

10. Is God merciful t 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, aL*? 
plenteous in mercy.” — P»a. oiii, s. 

II. Is God just? 

The Lord is just, rewarding the righteous and punishing 
the wicked. 

12. Is God true t 

He is “the God of truth.” — 1«». i*v, ie. He ‘'cannot lie.”- 

ITitiw i, *2 
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CATECIliSM. 



§ 2. —The Persons of God. 

13. Are there more Gods than one t 

u There is none other God but one.” — l Cor. via, 4 

14. Are there more persons in the Godhead than one f 
There are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one. — l hn v, * 

15. Is the Father God f 

“ To us there is but one God, the Father.” — i Cur. via, «. 

16. Is the Son God t 

Christ “ is over all, God blessed forever.” He is the true 
God. — Rom. ix, 5; 1 John v, 20. 

17. Is the Holy Ghost God t 

The Holy Ghost is “ the Eternal Spirit.” — Heb. ix, 14 . 



18. In what name are Christians baptized t 
In the name of the Holy Trinity— the Father, the Son, and 



the Holy Ghost. — Matt, xx vin, 19. 



II. OF CREATION. 

§ 1.— The World. 

19. Can you repeat the first verse of the Bible t 

A 1\AM< %% M m M ^ J _ - X 1 4 1 V . « 



- t7 A J ' * ksj vivo Z 

* In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” 

IG**I1. i, 1. 



20. Does God preserve all things which he has made f 
He upholdeth all things by the word of his power. — Hob. i,a 



§ 2.— Man. 

21. Of what did God make man’s body t 
“ Of the dust of the ground.” — Gen. a, t. 

22. How did God make man’s soul t 

God “ breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul.”— Gen. a, 7. 



23. How do the soul and body differ f 
The body is material and mortal, the so 
immortal. 



>dv diffe 
tad, the 



soul is spiritual and 



24. Was man created good f 

He was ; God created man in his own image.— Gen. l 27. 

or t 1 . ... . . ° 



_ what did this image of God consist t 

In righteousness and true holiness.” — Eph. iv, $ 4 . 



rj , What authority was given to man at the creation t 
< ga\e him dominion over every living thing —Gen. i,«s 
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CATECHISM. 7 

27. Where did God place our first parents ? 
ji the garden of Eden. — Gen. ii, 8. 

28. What law was aiven them ? 

The law of perfect obedience.— Gen. ii, is, n. 

IIL MAN'S FALL AND SINFUL STATE. 

§ 1* — Sin* 

29. Did our first parents continue holy and happy f 
They sinned against God, and fell into misery. — g«q. iii. 

30. What is sin f 

Any transgression of the law of God. — l John m, 4. 

31. What t oas th e sin of our first parents t 
Their eating of the forbidaen fruit. 

82. By whom were they tempted to sin f 

By the devil, in the form of a serpent. — Gen. m, is Rev. » 

§ 2.— Guilt, Prevalence, and Consequences of Sin* 

83. What evil did their sin briitg upon them t 

They lost the image of God, were ariven out of Eden, and 
became subject to pain and death. 

34. Did their sin harm any beside themselves t 

“ By the offense of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation.” — Rom. v, 18. 

35. In what state are mankind bom f 

In the image of fallen Adam, destitute of original rightr 
eoUSUeSB. — Gen. v, 3. 

36. What are the miseries of this condition t 

All mankind being born in sin, are by nature under the 
wrath of God. 



IV. SALVATION. 

§ 1 .—The Source and Grounds of Salvation, viz. : 
The Love of God in Christ and Redemption 
through Christ* 

37. Did God leave mankind in sin and misery f 
No; “God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begot- 
ten Sou, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish 
but have everlas’ing life.” — John «u. ifi 
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88. What did the Son of God do to sav* sinner* t 
He became man, lived, suffered, died, and rose again. 

89. How did he become man f 

Christ, though God, took upon him the form of a servant 
and was made in the likeness of man, having a human bod) 
and soul. 

40. What example does Christ '* life afford us t 
An example of perfect goodness and holiness. 

41. What did Christ suffer for us t 

“He humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.” — Phil, ii, s. 

4l5. Why did Christ thus suffer and diet 
lo offer to divine justice full atouemeut for the sins of the 
world. 

43. How are we benefited by Christ's resurrection t 

He rose for our justification, and ascended to the rigb* 
hand ot God, where he ever liveth to make intercession for 

US. — Rom. iv, *5; Eph. i, 20; Col. iii, 1 ; Hob. vii, 25. 

44. Did Christ make this atonement for all mankind f 
By the grace of God he tasted death for every man. — Hob. ii. 9 



§ 2# — Conditions of Salvation* 

45. Will all men therefore be saved f 

No; “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God.” — Pea. ix, 17. 

46. Will those be saved who die in childhood before thei 
know good and etnl ? 

Thev will ; for Jesus said, “ Of such is the kingdom of heav- 
en.” — Matt. xix,14. 0 

47. On what terms are those saved who know qood from 

evil t * ' 

On condition of “repentance toward God and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”— Acta *x, 21 . 

48. What is repentance t 

A godly sorrow on account of sin — 2 Cor. *ii, 10 . 

ti J^ ow irtle re pentance indicated t 

By the forsaking of sin and a sincere turning to God. 

« ..£9* What is faith in Jesus Christ f 

^ S.'SfJy and trnstii * »• 
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CATECHISM. 9 

51. Can we repent and believe of ourselves ? 

No; the power to repent and believe is given us of God.— 

[Eph. ii, 8 ; R<>ni xi. .***. 

52. How can we know when we believe in Jesus Christ ? 

“ He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself.^ — 1 John ▼, 10. 

53. What witness is this ? 

“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit taat w* 
are the children of God.” — Rom. viii, u. 



§ 3. — The Fruits and Extent of Salvation. 

54. What fruits doth this faith produce? 

Justification, regeneration, sanctification. — Rom. v, l ; John i 

[1*2, 13 ; Gal. ii, 16 ; 2 Thesa. ii 13. 

55. What is justification? 

Justification is that act of God’s free grace in which he par- 
dons our sins and accepts us as righteous in his sight for 
the sake of Christ. — Eph. i, 7 ; 2 Cor. v, 21 ; Rom. 3, 24 ; v, 19. 

56. What is regeneration ? 

It is the new birth of the soul in the image of Christ, 
w'hereby we become the children of God. — Eph. i, 6 ; John i, 12, 13 ; 

[John ill, 3 ; Eph. iv, 24 ; 1 John iii, 2. 

57. What is sanctification ? 

Sanctification is that act of divine grace whereby we are 
made holy. — 1 These. v, 23; Eph. i, 4; Col. i, 22; Heb. xiii, 12. 

58. May every believer be wholly sanctified in this life ? 
Yes ; God’s command is, “ Be ye holy, for I am holy , and 
his promise is, that “ if we confess our sins ” he will 
“cleanse U9 from all unrighteousness.” — 1 Pet. i, 16; 1 Thesa. 

[ir, 3 ; 1 John i, 9. 

59. What is implied in being a perfect Christian , or in 
being wholly sanctified ? 

Loving God with all our heart and soul, mind and strength 
and our neighbor as ourselves. 

GO. Is it possible for a justified or a sanctified Christian 
to fall fror.» grace and perish ? 

It is; for even the apostle Paul feared lest, after having 
preached to others, he himself should be a castaway. — 

[1 Cor ix, 27. 

61. How shall we guard against the danger of falling 
from grace ? 

By watchfulness, prayer, and a life of faith in the Son of 
God. 
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V. THE MEANS OF GRACE. 



§ 1.*— The Church and Ministry* 

62. What are the principal means of grace f 
The Church, the sacraments, the word of God, and prayer 



63. In what two forms does the Church of God exist f 
The visible and the invisible. 

64. What is the visible Church t 

The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful 
men, in which the pure word of God is preached and the 
sacraments duly administered according to Christ’s ordi- 
nance. — Actsii, 4*2; Matt, xvi, 18; Eph. T, 27. 

65. What is the invisible Church t 

The whole body of God’s true people in every period of time. 

66. Ought not all persons where the gospel is preached , 
to become believers in Christ and members of the 
Church ? 

They ought ; in order to have a visible union with Christ, 
the Head of the Church, and communion with his peo- 
ple* — Eph. v, 23 ; John xvii, 21 ; 1 Cor. xii, 20. 

67. Who are to preach the word of God and administer 
the sacraments t 

Faithful men, called of God and set apart by the Church to 
the office and work of the ministry. — Heb. v, 4 ; Acts xiii, 2, 3 ; 

[1 Tim. iv, 14. 

§ 2.— The Sacraments* 

68 . How many sacraments has Christ ordained in his 

Church t 

Two ; baptism and the Lord’s supper. — Matt, xxviii, 19 ; 1 Cor. 

[xi, 23 -26. 

69. What is a sacrament f 

An outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual 
grace. 

(1.) Baptism . 



70. What is the outward sign in baptism t 
Water, applied in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost John iii, 5 ; Matt, xxviii, 19. 



. , What is the inward grace signified in baptism t 
death unto sin and a new birth unto righteousness. 

72. W hat advcuitages are securea to baptized persons f 
1 hey are admitted to the visible Church of Christ ; their 
relation to him as the Mediator of the new covenant, and 
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their title to the spiritual blessings thereto belonging, are 
solemnly confirmed. 

(2.) Tke Lord’s Supper . 

73. Why toa8 the sacrament of the Lord's supper or - 
dained ? 

For the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of Christ’s 
death, and of the benefits that we thereby receive. — i Ccr. 

Lxi, 23- ‘2 6. 

74. What is the outward sign of the Lord's supper? 
Bread and wine, received according to Christ’s command. 

75. What is the inward grace of this sacrament ? 

The communion of the body and blood of Christ, whereby 
we are reminded of his sacrificial death, and spiritually 
strengthened to do his will. 

§ 3.— The Word of God and Prayer* 

76. Whence do we derive all correct knowledge of relig- 
ious truth and duty ? 

From the Holy Bible. 

77. What is the Bible ? 

It is the revelation of divine truth, and the record of God’s 
will. 

78. What is the only sufficient rule of a Christian' s faith 
and practice ? 

The word of God, as contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
aud New Testaments. 

79. How should we use the Scriptures ? 

We should seriously and diligently study God’s holy word 
with prayer, that we may understand, believe, and practice 
the same. — John v,39. 

80. What is prayer? 

Prayer is the offering up of our desires unto God in the 
name of Christ. 

81. With what should prayer be always accompanied ? 
With humble confession of sin, with hearty thanksgiving 
for God’s mercies, and sincere faith in his promises. 

82. Where should we offer up our prayers ? 

Publicly in the house of God, and privately in our familiei 
and in our closets. 

83. What special example of prayer is given us in Scrip- 
ture t 

The Lord’s prayer. 
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84 . Can you repeat the Lord's prayer t 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive ui 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil : 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for- 
ever. Amen. 

VI. GOD'S LAW. 

Duties to God and Man. 

85 . What does Ood require of man t 
Obedience to his revealed will. 

86 . What is the rule of our obedience ? 

The moral law. 

87 . Where is the moral law given t 
In the ten commandments. — Exod. xx. 

88 . What is the first commandment t 
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

89 . What is the second commandment ? 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth : 
thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : 
for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the in- 
iquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me; and showing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments. 

90 . What is the third commandment t 

1 hou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain : 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain. 

91 . What is the fourth commandment t 

Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 
thou labor, and do all thy work : but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, 
Qor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that 
is within thy gates : for in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is; and rested the 
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CATECHISM. 13 

•PTfMith i!;iv : wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day* 
and hallowed it. 

92. What is the fifth commandment 7 

Honor thy father and thy mother; that thy days may le 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

93. What is the sixth commandment 7 
Thou shalt not kill. 

94. What is the seventh commandment 7 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

95. What is the eighth commandment 7 
Thou shalt not steal. 

96. W hat is the ninth commandment 7 

Thou shalt not beai false witness against thy neighbor. 

97. What is th>. tenth commandment 7 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor hia 
maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is 
thy neighbor’s. 

98. What ia our Saviour's summary of God's command- 
ments 7 

lie said : “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the first and great commandment. And the second is 
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On 
these two commandments hang all the law and the proph- 
ets.” — Matt, xxii, 37-40. 

99. How does our Saviour explain the commandments 7 
He teaches that they not only forbid sin in act, but in 

thought.” — Matt. ▼, 21, 22, 27, 28. 

100. What is our Lord ?s precept , commonly called the 
golden rule 7 

“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them.” — Matt, vii, 12 . 

101. — Can any man he saved by keeping the law 7 

So ; “ By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified.”- - 

[Rom. iii, 20. 

102. What then is the use of the law 7 

It serves to show men their need of Christ ; “ For by the 
law is the knowledge of sin.” — Rom. iii, 20 ; Gal. in, 19 . 

103. Are all Christians under obligation to keep the law I 

Yes ; they are “not without law to God, but under the law 
to Christ.”—! Cor. i*. 21 . 
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VII. OF DEATH, JUDGMENT, AND ETERNITY. 

104. Do we remain long in this world ? 

No; life is short and uncertain, and we all must die.— 

[Job xiv, 10. 

105. Is it not a fearful thing to die ? 

It is to all but true Christians. 

106. Why should not true Christians fear to die? 
Because the sting of death is removed, and they know that 
they shall go to heaven. 

107. How long will the bodies of men lie in the grave ? 

h util the last day, when Christ shall come to raise the dead 
for judgment. 

108. Will all the dead be raised? 

“ There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 

and unjust.” — Acts xxiv, 15; John v, 28, 29. 

109. Will all men be judged at the last day? 

“We must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ; 
that .every one may receive the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 

[2 Cor. v, 10. 

110 . What sentence will Christ pronounce on the wicked ? 
“ Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels.” — Matt, xxv, 41. 

111. What will he say to the righteous? 

Come, ye blessed ol my 1 ather, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world.”— Matt, xxv, 34 . 

112. What will then take place ? 

The world shall be destroyed by fire ; and the wicked shall 
go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteoai 

lUtO llte eternal. — Matt, xxv, 46* 2 Pet. iii, 10 . 



APPENDIX. 




CTO COMMIT TO MEMORY.) 



I. THE BEATITUDES 

Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the sing 
dom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall he com 
forted. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness : for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 

mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart : for they shall see 
God. 

Blessed are the peace-makers: for they shall he 
called the children of God. 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for right 
eousness’ sake : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.— 

'.Matt 8-10. 



II. THE LORD’S PRAYER, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be tty 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Jmen. 
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1 

III THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 



L Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

II. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
ar any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 
?r that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the watei 
under the earth : thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them r for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me; and showing mercy unto thou 
sands of them that love me, and keep my command 
ments. 

IIL Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain : for the Lord will not hold him guiltiest 
that taketh his name in vain. 

IV. Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work : but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God : 
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-ser- 
vant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates : for in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath- 
day, and hallowed it. 

V. Honor thy father and thy mother; that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee. 

VI. Thou shalt not kilL 

VTL Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

VIIL Thou shalt not steal. 

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against tny 
neighbor. 

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his man-ser- 
vant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass 
nor anything that is thy neighbor's. 
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IV. THE APOSTLES' CREED 

1 sleeve in God the Father Almighty, Maker of hea- 
Mu and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only So* oui 
iiord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, bom of 
»he Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate ; was 
jrucified, dead, and buried ; the third day he rose from 
ibe dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
Church; 0 the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen . 



Y. BAPTISMAL COVENANT. 

I renounce the devil and all his works, the vain pomp 
and glory of the world, with all covetous desires of 
the same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that 
I will not follow nor be led by them. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, bom 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate; 
was crucified, dead, and buried ; the third day he rose 
from the dead ; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead* 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholie 
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen . 

Having been baptized in this faith, I will obediently 
Keep God's holy will and commandments, and walk in 
the same all the days of my life, God being my helper. 

• By the holy catholic Church is meant the Church of God Ir 
general 
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VI. GENERAL CONFESSION. 

In the administration of the Lord’s supper, after the 
Invitation is read, the Ritual says: 

Then shall this general Confession be made by the Min- 
ister in the name of all those who are minded to receive 
the holy communion, both he and all the •people devoutly 
kneeling, and saying : 

Almighty G<*d, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men : we acknowledge 
and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which 
we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy Divine Majes- 
ty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation 
against us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily 
sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of 
them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have 
mercy upon us, most merciful Father ; for thy Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past ; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please 
thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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EXAMPLES OF PRAYER FOR THE YOUNG. 

MORNING PRAYER. 

Almighty God, my heavenly Father, I thank thee tLat 
thou hast taken care of me the past night, and that 
I am alive and well this morning. Save me, 0 God, 
from evil all this day ; and may I love and serve thee 
always. Bestow on me, 1 pray thee, every good thing 
which I need for my body and soul : assist me by thy 
Holy Spirit to do thy will : make me always afraid 
to offend thee, and let me live in thy fear and die in 
thy favor, and at last be saved in heaven, for Christ's 
sake. Amen. 

EVENING PRAYER. 

0 Lord God, who knowest all things, thou seest me by 
night as well as by day. I pray thee, for Christ's sake, 
forgive me whatever I have done amiss this day, and 
keep me safe all night. Bless, I beseech thee, all my 
friends do good to them at all times and in all places, 
and help me always to serve them in love. And when 

1 have done thy will here, by thy grace assisting me, 
may I be fully prepared for death and the world to 
come, through Christ my blessed Saviour and Re« 
ieemer. Amen. 



MORNING PRAYER. 

0 Lord, I give thee thanks, that thou hast kept me 
during the night, and brought me to see another morn 
ing. Help me to pass this day in thy fear, and to re 
member that thine eye is always upon me ; that thou 
hearest all I say, seest all I do, and knowest all that 
is in my thoughts. I confess before thee, O God, that 

1 am a sinful creature. I have often been foolish and 
iisobedient, and I deserve to be punished for my sine. 
But thou, 0 Lord, art merciful ; thou hast promised 
pardon to those who repent and believe in Jesus Christ 



• Hero mention father and mother and other* 
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lie merciful to me, I pray thee, and pardon my trans 
pressionB. Give me true and deep repentance for my 
sins, and cause me to hate every evil way. Create in 
me a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Help me to believe, with my whole heart, in Jesut 
Christ, and to commit my soul to thy mercy through 
him. 0 righteous Father, grant me thy Holy Spirit to 
iweil within me. May he instruct, sanctify, and pre 
serve me to the kingdom of Jesus ! Be thou gracious 
to all my friends and enemies, and have mercy on all 
those who are dead in sin, and save them with me and 
with all for whom I should pray, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen . 



EVENING PRAYEL. 

0 God, I tow down before thee, and would lift up mj 
soul in thanksgiving for all the favors of another day. 

1 implore thy tender mercies in the forgiveness of all 
my sins of thought, word, or deed, since the morning. 
Pardon me, 0 Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ, who 
died upon the cross for sinners, and adopt me into thy 
family as one of thy children. May thy Spirit be 
poured down upon me ! May he shed thy love abroad 
in my heart, and fill my mind with all good thoughts! 
May he teach me to love thy word, thy people, and thy 
house! May he help me to honor my parents, my 
minister, and my teachers, and to profit from their 
instructions ! May he make me wise unto salvation, 
and prepare me for eternity ! If I die young, may 1 
be found ready, being washed from my sins in Jesus* 
blood! I ask the same mercies for all my friends 
Watch over us during this night. Preserve and Mess 
as, and let no evil come near our dwelling. May we 
be refreshed by rest, and awake in the morning to thy 
service ! Grant likewise, 0 blessed Lord, that when 
Jays and nights with us have ended, we may sleep in 
Jesus, and awake in the morning of the resurrection, 
to join the redeemed of the Lord, and spend an eter- 
oal day in thy presence, service, and praise, for hia 
sake! Amen 
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MORNING PRAYER FOR THE LORD’S DA* 
To be added to the usual Morning Prayer. 




Suffer me not, 0 Lord, to waste this thy day in sin 
and folly; but let me worship thee with much delight. 
May I love thy word and thy house. Teach me to 
know more of thee, and to serve thee better than I 
have ever done before. To this end may 1 love my 
3abbath school, and diligently improve all my oppor- 
tunities to become wise unto salvation. Enable me, 
0 Lord, to seek thee while thou mayest be found, and 
to call upon thee while thou art near. Thus, my Fa- 
ther in heaven, may I be fitted, through the merits and 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, to reign with thee in 
thy blessed kingdom, and to thy great name shall be 
the glory, world without end. Amen. 

EVENING PRAYER FOR THE LORD’S DAY. 

To be added to the usual Evening Prayer. 

0 most gracious God, let me never forget tne many 
good things that I have heard this day ; but let them 
abide in my heart so that I may amend my life, and 
be able to give a good account of all my privileges at 
the judgment of the great day. May I have a heart 
to pity the many heathen that have no Sabbath, and 
a disposition to labor and pray that the gospel may 
be preached to all the world. Finally, when time 
shall end, may I be admitted to the Sabbath of rest in 
heaven, and give glory to the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost forever. Amen. 




A SHORT PRAYER ON RETIRING TO REbf 

New I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray the Lord my soul to keep f 
And if I die before I wake, 
l pray the Lord my soul to take. 



i 

T ■ 










THE CHURCH. 



I Is there more than one true Church of Jesus Christ 9 
There is but one true Church. 

2. Who belong to it t 

All who believe in and love the Lord Jesus Christ 
These constitute the Holy Catholic Church .* 

3. What does Paul call it f 

44 The whole family in heaven and earth.” Eph. iii, 16. 

4. Has this one true Church more than one outward 

I formf 

It has many outward forms, usually called 44 denom- 
inations,” such as the Baptist Church, the Congrega- 
tional Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Presbyterian Church, the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
the Reformed Episcopal Church, and many others. 

5. With which denomination or branch of the one 
Church of Christ are we connected 9 
With the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

6. When was the Methodist Episcopal Church w- 
fjnnized 9 

We believe that its doctrines, usages, and spirit 
are found in the New Testament as belonging to the 
Apostolic Church; but as a separate denomination it 
was organized in 1784. 

7. Where may we learn the peculiar doctrines of 
Methodism 9 

In our Church Catechism. 

• Not the Roman Catholic Church. There is a wide difference 
between the two. 





THE CHURCH 



8. What are some of the peculiar usages of Methodism f 

The Itinerancy, the Class-meeting, and the Lovo- 

feast. 

9. What are its Church officers t 

In the Ministry : Bishops, Elders, Deacons, and 
Local Preachers. 

In the Laity: Exhortcrs, Class Leaders, Sunday, 
school Superintendents, Stewards, and Trustees. 

10. now many Bishops has it had since its organiza- 
tion t 

Thirty-one, including two Missionary Bishops for 
Liberia. 

11. Who were its first Bishops t 

Doctor Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury. 

12. What Bishops have died ? 

Coke, Asburt, Whatcoat, M’Kendree, George, 
Roberts, Hedping, Emory, Waugh, Morris, Baker, 
Burns, (missionary bishop,) Clark, Thomson, Kings- 
ley, Roberts, (missionary bishop ,) Janes. 

13. What Bishops withdrew t 

Soule, Andrew. 

14. What Bishop resigned f 

Hamline. 

15. Who are its Bishops at present t 

Eleven in number, as follows: — 

Scott, Simpson, Ames, Bowman, 

Harris, Foster, Wiley, Merrill, 
Andrews, Haven, Peck. 

16. What are the principal organizations through 
which the affairs of the Methodist Episcopal Church are 
carried on! 





24 the church. 

The General, Annual, District, and Quarterly Con- 
ferences. 

17. In what book may we find the doctrines and usages 
of Methodism set forth t 

In the Discipline, which contains the 44 Twenty-five 
Articles of Religion,” the 44 General Rules,” and many 
other valuable matters. 

18. How are candidates for membership and members 
sf the Methodist Episcopal Church classified t . 

1. Members of its Sunday-schools ; 2. Those bap- 
tized in Infancy ; 3. Probationers ; 4. Full members. 

19. What are the Benevolent Societies of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church f 

1. 41 The Missionary Society.” 

2. “The Sunday-School Union.” 

3. 44 The Tract Society.” 

4. u The Board of Church Extension.” 

5. 44 The Freedmen’s Aid Society.” 

6. 44 The Board of Education.” 

7. 44 Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society.” 

8. 44 Ladies’ and Pastors’ Christian Union.” 

20. What promise {among others) are parents or guard- 
ians required to make to the Church when presenting 
their children for baptism t 

That the child to be baptized 44 shall read the Holy 
Scriptures, and learn the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Catechism, and 
all other things which a Christian ought to know and 
oelieve to his soul’s health.” — Discipline , page 240. 
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CARLTON & PHILLIPS. 

la the Clerk’s Office of the District Court of the Southern 

District of New- York. 



PREFACE. 



The characteristics of this Catechism are, brevity 
comprehensiveness, and systematic arrangement 
It is not published as a child’s Catechism merely, 
but as the Catechism of the Church, including 
both young and old. The answers are generally 
short, and the words easy ; but short words have 
not been chosen in preference to longer ones 
deemed more appropriate. 

While the language is studiously adapted to 
the comprehension of children, it is suitable to 
be retained in memory through life. Hence the 
language is not changed in the different numbers 
of the series. No. 1 is the Catechism. No. 2 is 
the same, with the addition of numerous Scripture 
proofs and illustrations printed side by side with 
the several questions and answers. No. 3 also 
repeats the Catechism in small type for reference, 
but it is designed for a series of instructions of a 
much higher grade. 

These several Catechisms should be used in 
consecutive order. In the first, the task of the 
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scholar is tc learn by heart the answeru to the 
several questions so as to repeat them verbatim s, 
either in numerical order, or when asked «t ran- 
dom. This having been done, the next step of the 

! scholar will be to commit to memory the Scrip- 

ture proofs of the several answers as furnished in 
No. 2. The instructions of No. 3 will then be 
in place. 

The Scripture references appended to the. an 
swers of the Catechism are merely illustrative, 
except when preceded by quotation-marks, which 
indicate that the text is literally copied. It will 
not be necessary for pupils to pay attention to 
them, unless their curiosity is excited to examine 
the fountains of religious truth. 

Continued perseverance is essential to success 
•n catechetical instruction. It is therefore earnestly 
recommended to parents, teachers, and ministers 
to review their pupils in the Catechism with fre- 
quency and regularity. 

In every Sunday school there should be at 
least a monthly recitation of the whole Catechism, 
whatever other studies may be pursued. 

When a school is properly prepared in ad- 
vance, this recitation need not occupy more than 
fifteen minutes at a time. A variety of exercises 
may be adopted in order to render the recitatior 
of the Catechism interesting, e. g. : — 
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1. Recitation in concert ; in which the superin- 
tendent will ask the questions, and all the scholars 
respond in one voice. 

2. Recitation by classes . — This may be prac- 
ticed by asking the questions alternately of the 
classes in rotation, all the members of each class 
responding in concert ; or by alternating the ques- 
tions between the male and female classes; or, 
finally, by examining one or more of the male 
classes on a whole section, and then a correspond- 
ing number of female classes on the following 
section, and so on until the whole recitation is 
completed. 

3. Individual recitation . — In order to have 
this style of recitation pass off with spirit, let 
none be allowed to participate in it who have not 
in their classes shown themselves perfectly fa- 
miliar with every question and answer in the 
Catechism. Let those who are thus fa miliar be 
arranged in a row, either sitting or standing, and 
let the questions be rapidly but plainly asked d 
the several scholars in rotation, until the lesson is 
finished. 

Whatever plan may be adopted for the recita- 
tion of the Catechism, parents, teachers, and min- 
isters should cherish a common solicitude to have 
every scholar thoroughly taught in all the ques- 
tions and answers. 
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From such a beginning it will be easy to pro 
gress with the Scripture proofs of the present 
series, and also with the enlarged instructions of 
the third. 

The learning of Scripture proofs is a most im- 
portant object of catechetical study. No time 01 
trouble should be spared in making it thorough. 

Every child ought to be so familiar with the 
leading proofs of each answer in the Catechism 
as to be able to recite them promptly on any oc- 
casion, and in any order. 

In this way habits of mental association may 
be formed which will be of the greatest value in 
after life. 

Although the above remarks on recitation in 
concert apply more especially to the Catechism 
proper, yet judicious and skillful teachers will be 
able to apply the system, in a greater or lees 
degree, to the recitation of proofs. 

The teaching and frequent recitation of the 
baptismal covenant with proofs, as found in the 
Appendix, is particularly recommended. The 
recitation ought also to be accompanied with 
suitable instructions on the nature and obliga- 
tions of Christian baptism 



OFFICIAL APPROVAL. 



Toe undersigned, appointed by the Book Commit- 
tee to examine the Catechism to be revised, accord- 
ing to the vote of the last General Conference, by 
the Editor of Sunday-school books, hereby report 
that we have, to the best of our ability, performed 
the duty assigned us. The manuscript submitted by 
the Editor of Sunday-school books was carefully 
considered, and, after mature reflection, we do not 
hesitate to approve of it, and recommend it for 
general use in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

E. Hedding, N. Bangs, S. Olen, J. Holdich. 
New-York, April 18 th y 1851. 

ACTION OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

This Catechism, and also Catechism No. 1, and speci 
mens of No. 3, having been submitted for examine 
tion to the General Conference held in Boston, May 
1852, the same were referred to a select committee, 
composed of Revs. Elias Bowen, George Webber, 
and John H. Power. 

After a careful examination, the committee reported 
in favor of the plan and execution of the Catechisms 
submitted ; whereupon the Conference unanimously 
adopted the report of the committee, and ordered the 
immediate publication of Nos. 1 and 2, and the comple- 
tion and issue of No. 3 on the plan proposed. 
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CATECHISM, WITH PROOFS 



I. GOD. 



i 1 . — His Nature and Attributes. 



1. Who made you ? 

God. 



So God created man in 
his own image. Gen. 1:27. 
Thy hands have made me 
and fashioned me. Psa. 119 : 73. I have made the 
earth, and created man upon it ha. 45 : 12. 

o iuttl. • 7 Thou, even thou, art 

rar * n , n ii Lord alone ; thou hast 
I he Creator Ot all made heaven, the heaven 

things. of heavens, with all their 

host, the earth, and all 
things that are therein, the seas, and all that is there- 
in. Neh. 9 : 6. God, who created all things by Jesus 
Christ. Eph. 3 : 9. All things were created by him, 
and for him. Col. 1 : 16. Thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created- 
Rev. 4 : 11. 

3. What is God f The spirit of Godmovrf 

a , , o • *i upon the face of the wa- 

A H uncreated opint. ters. Gen. 1 : 2. And God 

said unto Moses, I AM 
THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto 
the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 
Exod. 3 : 14. God is a Spirit John 4 : 24. 

4 Where is God * the heaven and 

j . , heaven of heavens cannot 

God is every where. contain thee . i Kingt 8 . 

17. Whither shall I go from thy Spirit ? or whither 
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•hall 1 flee from thy presence ? If I ascend up into 
heaven, thou art there : if 1 make my bed in hell, be- 
hold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea ; even 
there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 
hold me. Psa. 139 : 7-10. Am I a God a* hand, saith 
the Lord, and not a God afar off? Jer. 23 : 23. Do not 
I fill heaven and earth ? saith the Lord. Jer. 23 : 24. 

5. What does God know ? °? d is mighty in strength 

CjOu IS all-Wise; he Thou knowest my down- 
knoweth all things, sitting and mine up-ri* 

even the thoughts of in & understandest 
i , ° my thought afar off. Thou 

our hearts. — 1 John 3 : 20. compassest my path and 

my lying down, and art 
acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a 
tford in my tongue, but lo, 0 Lord, thou knowest it 
altogether. Psa. 139 : 2-4. Now are we sure that 
thou knowest all things. John 16 : 30. Lord, thou 
knowest all things. John 21 : 17. 0 the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
Rom. 11 : 33. 



6. What can God do ? 

God is almighty ; he 
doeth whatsoever he 
will 



Then Job answered the 
Lord and said, I know that 
thou canst do everything. 
Job 42 : 2. Power belong- 
eth unto God. Psa. 62 : 1L 
But our God is in the hea- 
vens: he hath done whatsoever he pleased. Psa* 
116 : 3. Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in 
heaven v and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places. 
Psa. 135 : 6. Behold I am the Lord, the God of all 
flesh : is there anything too hard for me ? Jer. 32 : 27. 
With God all things are possible. Mark 10 : 27. He 
is able even to subdue all things unto himself. PhiL 
8 : 2L The Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Rev. 19:6. 

n tt i n j But the Lord shaU en- 

7. How long ha* God dnre forevcr< 9 . 7. 



existed ? 



Before the mountains were 



God is eternal j be brought forth, or ever thou 
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Has lived always, and hadst formed the earth and 
"ill live forever. 

art God. Psa . 90 : 2. Thy years are throughout all 
generations. Psa . 102 : 24. Before me there was no 
God formed. Isa . 43 : 10. The high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity. Isa . 57 : 15. I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, 
which is, and which was, and which is to come. Rev 
1 : 8 . 

8 . Vihat is the character 

f rnJ i of °hi unto me » saying, 

/ Yea, I have loved thee with 

GrOdlS love.— 1 John 4 : 8. an everlasting love. Jer . 

31 : 3. God so loved the 
world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. John 3 : 16. The God of love and peace 
shall be with you. 2 Cor . 13 : 11. God is love : and 
he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
him. 1 John 4 : 16. 

9. Is God holy ? , Worship at his footstool ; 

i * i_ l / i , . i for he is holy. Psa . 99 : 5. 

(rod IS holy ; he hateth The Lord our God is holy. 

all workers of iniq- Psa. 99 : 9. The Lord is 

nitv Paa 5 • 5 righteous in aL his ways, 

I' * and holy in all his works. 

Psa. 145 : 17. God judgeth the righteous, and God is 
angry with the wicked every day. Psa . 7 : 11. God, 
that is holy, shall be sanctified In righteousness. Iscu 
6 : 16. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and canst not look on iniquity. Hab . 1 : 13. Who 
shall not fear thee, 0 Lord, and glorify thy name? for 
Ihou only art holy. Rev. 15 : 4. 

10. Is God merciful ? , Un ^ thee ’ 0 ^> rd > *•* 

_ _ , . •/. t longeth mercy. Psa. 62: 

The Lord IS merciful 12. Great are thy tender 

and gracious, slow to mercies, 0 Lord. Psa. 119: 

Rno-pr and nlonteous 156 ‘ Thy mercy, 0 Lord, 
anger, ana pic leo 8 forever. Psa. 

m mercy. — Psa. 103 : 8. 138 : 8. It is of the 
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Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not. Lam. 3 : 22. Though he cause 

grief, yet will he have compassion according to the 

multitude of his mercies. Lam. 3 : 32. The Father 

of mercies and the God of ail comfort 2 Cor. 1 : S 

God, who is rich in mercy. Eph. 2 : 4. According to 

his mercy he saved us. Titus 3:6. The Lord is very 

pitiful, and of tender mercy. James 6 s 11. 

1 1 r. 9 Thou art just in all that 

n. /. God putt i8 brought J upon U8 . for 

Tho Lord IS just, re- thou hast done right, but 

warding the right- we have done wickedly. 

T“v 1a TMiTkiol^n c Mh. 9 : 33. Doth God 
e0US and punishing p er vertjudgment? or doth 

the Wicked. the Almighty pervert jus- 

tice? Job 8:3. He is 

excellent in power, and in judgment, and in plenty 

of justice. Job 37 : 23. Justice and judgment are 

the habitation of thy throne. Psa. 89 : 14. There 

is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour. 

Isa. 46 : 21. The just Lord is in the midst thereof. 

Zeph. 3:6. He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins. 1 John 1 : 9. Just and true are thy ways, thou 

Ring of saints. Rev. 16 : 3. 

i o r. n*A ? God is not a man, that 

12. Is God true? ^ 8hould Ue . Numb , 23 : 

He IS the (rod ot 19 . a God of truth and 

truth. — Isa. 65: 16. He without iniquity, just and 
1 v ^ right is he. Deut. 32 : 4. 

cannot lie. Titus 1 : 2. q Lord, art a God. 

fuU of compassion and gracious ; long-suffering, and 
plenteous in mercy and truth. Psa. 86 : 16. Mercy 
and truth shall go before thy face. Psa. 89 : 14. The 
Lord is good, his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 
endureth to all generations. Psa. 100 : 6. It was in* 
possible for God to lie. Heb. 6 : 18. 
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§ 2*— The Persons of God. 



13. Are there more Godt lIear > 0 Israel : the Lord 

than one ? our God is one Lord. Deut. 

-rn ^ 6:4. Is there a God be- 

inere is none other B id e me ? there is no 

God but one. — 1 God ; I know not any. Isa. 

44 : 8. I am the Lord, and 
there is none else, there is no God beside me. Isa . 45 : 5 
I am God, and there is none else. Isa . 46 : 9. To us there 
is but one God. 1 Cor. 8 : 6. God is one. Gal. 3 : 20. 
One God and Father of alL Eph. 4 : 6. Thou believes! 
that there is one God ; thou doest welL James 2 : 19. 

14. Are there more per- 1 an ? “7 father 

sons in the Godhead one. -Mn 10: 30 He that 
than an* ? hath seen me hath seen 

man one . Father. John 14 : 9. 

Inere arG thrGG per- The Comforter, which is 
sons in thG Godhead, the Holy Ghost, whom the 

the Father, the Son, 



J,r n’l flL V name . John 14 : 26. When 
ana thG Jtioly Ghost: the Comforter is come, 

and these three are whom I will send unto 

„„„ _ . . _ you from the Father, even 

ONE. 1 John 5 : 7. £ he g pirit of truth( which 

proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me. John 
15 : 26. 0 Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, 
with the glory which I had with thee before the world 
was. John 17 : 5. While Peter thought on the vision, 
the Spirit said unto him. Acts 10 : 19. Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed. Eph. 4 : 30. 
(See proofs of the three following answers .) 

16. Is the Father God ? Go<L Dmt ' 

_ , . , 33 : 27. That men mav 

To US there IS but know that thou, whose 

•no God, thG Father, name alone is JEHOVAH. 

[1 Cor. 8:6. art the Most High over all 

the earth. Psa. 83 : 18. 

Have we not all one Father ? hath not one God created 

06 ? Mai. 2 : 10. One God and Father of all. Eph. 4 : 6. 

To them that are sanctified by God the Father. Jude L 
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16. Is the Son God * Unto us a child is born, 

„u unto us a son is given, and 

Christ is over all, h vcrnment % h all be 
God blessed forever. upon his shoulder ; and 

He is the true God. his name shall be called 
[Rom. 9 : 5 ; 1 John 5 : 20. Wonderful, Counselor, The 

mighty God, The everlast- 
ing Father, the Prince of Peace. Isa. 9 : 6. They shall 
call his name Emmanuel, which, being interpreted, Is 
God with us. Matt. 1 : 23. In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. John 1 : 1. Christ Jesus: who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God. 
Phil. 2 : 6, 6. For in him dwelleth all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily. Col. 2 : 9. God was manifest in 
the flesh. 1 Tim. 3 : 16. .Adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour. Titus 2 : 10. Unto the Son he saith, Thy 
throne, 0 God, is forever and ever. Heb. 1: 8. Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his 
life for us. 1 John 3 : 16. 

. _ T . ... . The Spirit of God moved 

^ j / ° ^ upon the face of the waters. 

G . Gen. 1 : 2. The Spirit of 

The Holy Ghost IS God hath made me. Job 

the Eternal Spirit.— 33:4. Whither shall I go 

rn c h. 9 : 14 . from thy Spirit? Psa. 139 : 

7. The Comforter, which 

is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 

name, he shall teach you all things. John 14 : 26 

Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thy heart 

to lie to the Holy Ghost? .... Thou hast not lied 

onto men, but unto God. Jlcts 5 : 3, 4. 

, , . _ Go ye therefore, and 

18 ‘ ra. a J? teach all nations, bap- 

Chnstians baptized? tizing them - n ^ name 

In the name of the of the Father, and of the 

Holv Trinity: the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 

v ii q ‘ Matt. 28 : 19. The grace 

Father, the bon, and j esus Christ, 

the Holy Ghost. — and the love of Gcd, and 
[Matt. 28 : 19. the communion of the Holy 

Ghost, be with you all. 2 Cor . 11 : 14* 



CATKCHI8M, WITH PK00P8. 



II. CREATION. 



8 1 .— The World. 



it). Can you repeat the 
first verse of the Bi- 
ble? 



In the beginning God 
created the heaven 



and the earth. — 



20. Does God preserve all The Lord our God, he it 

things which he has is that brought us up, and 
made 1 our fathers, out of the land 

He upholdeth all of the how 

r . , . of bondage, and which did 

things by the word those great signs in our 

of his power. — Heb. 1 : 3. sight, and preserved us in 

all the way wherein we 
went, and among all the people through whom we 
passed. Joshua 24 : 17. 0 Lord, thou preservest man 
and beast. Psa. 36 : 6. The Lord upholdeth the 
righteous. Psa . 37 : 17. In him we live, and move, 
and have our being. Acts 17 : 28. By him all things 
consist. Col. 1 : 17. He that holdeth the seven stars 
In his right hand. Rev. 2 : 1. 



§ 2.— Man. 



21. Of what did God 
make man’s body 1 

Of the dust of the 

ground. Gen. 2 : 7. 



thou return. Gen. 3 



In the sweat of thy foe* 
shalt thou eat bread, til] 
thou return unto the 
ground ; for out of it wast 
thou taken : for dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt 
The Lord God sent him 



forth from the garden of Eden to till the ground from 
whence he was taken. Gen. 3 : 23. For he knoweth 
•ur frame ; he rememberetb that we are dust. Psa. 

2 






i 
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16. Is the Son God * Unto us a child is born, 

rbrist i« over all unto us a son is given, and 
Christ is over an, the government shal i be 

God blessed forever, upon his shoulder; and 

He is the true God. his name shall be called 

[Kom. 9 : 5 ; 1 John 5 : 20. Wonderful, Counselor, The 

mighty God, The everlast 
ing Father, the Prince of Peace. Isa. 9 : 6. They shall 
call his name Emmanuel, which, being interpreted, is 
God with us. Matt. 1 : 23. In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. John 1 : 1. Christ Jesus : who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God. 
Phil. 2 : 6, 6. For in him dwelleth all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily. Col. 2 : 9. God was manifest in 
the flesh. 1 Tim. 3 : 16. .Adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour. Titus 2 : 10. Unto the Son he saith, Thy 
throne, 0 God, is forever and ever. Heb. 1 8. Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his 
life for us. 1 John 3 : 16. 

, _ T , rj t . The Spirit of God moved 

^ A a A upon the face of the waters. 

_ „ od ' „ . Gen. 1 : 2. The Spirit of 

The Holy Ghost IS God hath made me. Job 

the Eternal Spirit.; — 33:4. Whither shall I go 

THeb 9 • 14. from thy Spirit? Psa. 139 : 

[neb. 9 . 14. ^ c £ mforter> which 

is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things. John 14 : 26 
Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thy heart 
to lie to the Holy Ghost ? . . . . Thou hast not lied 
nnto men, but unto God. Acts 5 : 3, 4. 

, „ T , . Go ye therefore, and 

18. in what nam teach all nations, bap- 

Chrutians baptized? tizing them in the * nJU £ 

In the name of the 0 f the Father, and of the 

Holy Trinity I the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
i? it, iL q „ oy . j Matt . 28 i 19. The grace 
Father, the Son, and 0 f j^ or( j j esus Christ, 

the Holy Ghost. — and the love of Gcd, and 
[Matt. 28 : 19. the communion of the Holy 

Ghost, be with you all. 2 Cor. H s 14* 
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II. CREATION. 

8 1.— The World. 

it). Can you repeat the 
first verse of the Bi- 
ble f 

l n the beginning God 
created the heaven 
and the earth. — 

1 • JL« 

20. j Does God preserve aU The Lord our God, he it 

things which he has is that brought ns up, and 
made ? our fathers, out of the land 

He upholdeth all of Eg^t, from the house 
, , . , , i , of bondage, and which did 

things by the word those great signs in our 

of his power. — Heb. 1 : 3. Sight, and preserved us in 

all the way wherein we 
went, and among all the people through whom we 
passed. Joshua 24 : 17. 0 Lord, thou preservest man 
and beast. Psa. 36 : 6. The Lord upholdeth the 
righteous. Psa . 37 : 17. In him we live, and move, 
and have our being. Acts 17 : 28. By him all things 
consist. Col . 1 : 17. He that holdeth the seven stars 
In his right hand. Rev. 2 : 1. 

S 2. — Man* 



21. Of what did God In the sweat of thy face 

make man y s body ? shalt thou eat bread, till 
Of the dust of the ^hon ratnm unto the 

rrrnnnd « o * ground ; for out of it wast 

ground. Gen. 2 : 7. thou taken : for dust thou 

art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return. Gen. 3 : 19. The Lord God sent him 
forth from the garden of Eden to till the ground from 
whence he was taken. Gen. 3 : 23. For he knoweth 
•ur frame ; he rememberetb that we are dust. Psa. 

2 
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103 : 14. But now, 0 Lord, thou art oui Father ; we 
are the clay, and thou our Potter. Isa 64 : 8. The 
first man is of the earth, earthy. 1 Cor. 15 : 47. 

22. How did God make But ^ere is a spirit in 

man’s soul ? ma “- and th . e Inspiration 

, . of the Almighty giveth 

God breathed into his them understanding. Job 
nostrils the breath of 32 : 8. The Spirit of Owl 



life, and man be- 



came a living soul. — 

[Gen. 2 : 7. 



hath made me, and the 
breath of the Almighty 
hath given me life. Job 
33 : 4. Who teacheth us 
more than the beasts of the earth, and maketh us 
wiser than the fowls of heaven. Job 35 : 11. As the 
Lord liveth, that made us this soul. Jer. 38 : 16. The 
Lord, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth 
the foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit 
of man within him. Zech. 12 : 1. The first man Adam 
was made a living soul. 1 Cor. 15 : 45. 

23. How do the soul and + The ? 8 * ia11 thedust r * 

k a a:#~~ 7 turn to the earth as it 

body differ ? wa0 . and the spirit shall 

1 he body is material return unto God who gave 
and mortal, the soul it. Eccles. 12:7. Fear not 

cniritiial and im- them which kill the body, 

is spintuai ana im but are not able to kill 

mortal. the soul. Matt. 10 : 28. A 

spirit hath not flesh and 
bones. Luke 24 : 39. Flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God. 1 Cor. 15 : 50. 

24. Was man created And God saw everything 

^ 7 that he had made, and, be- 

WT * A % i i hold, it was very good 
lie was ; God created Gen. 1 : 31 In the day 

man in his own image, that God created man, in 
[Gen. 1 : 27. the likeness of God made 
he him. Gen. 5 : 1. Thou 
bast made him a little lower than the angels, and 
hast crowned him with glory and honor. Psa- 8 : 5, 
God hath made man upright. Eccles. 7 : 29. He is 
the image and glory of God. 1 Cor. 11 : 7 Jhen, 
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ehich are mtule after the similitude of God. J*mei 

S : 9. 

25. Inwhat did this image "^ nd God said, Let us 

of God consist 1 “ ake ma ° 111 our ! 1 ma & e < 
r • i s i after our likeness. Gen . 1 s 

In righteousness and 26. And have put on the 

true holiness. — new man, which is re- 
newed in knowledge after 
tbs image of him that created him. Col. 3 : 10. 

(See proofs of the Attributes of God. Questions 8-12.) 

26. What authority was I^t them have dominion 

given to man at the ove . r fish of the sea, 

creation ? a ? d over the fowl of the 

~ i . j . air, and over the cattle, 

f jod gave him domill- and over all the earth, and 

ion over every living over every creeping thing 

thinrr i . that creepeth upon the 

thing.— Gen. 1 : 38. earth . y . Thou 

madest him to have dominion over the works of thy 
hands : thou hast put all things under his feet ; all 
sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field ; the 
fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatso- 
ever passeth through the paths of the seas. Psa. 8 : 
6-8. Thou crownedst him with glory a ad honor, and 
didst set him over the works of thy hands : thou hast 
put all things in subjection under his feet. Heb. 2 : 7, 8. 

27. Where did God place , And th ® Lord God P lan > 
our first parents 1 ® d a S ar den eastward in 

r .1 j Eden; and there he put 

Ln the garden of Eden, the man whom he had 

[Gen. 2 : 8. formed. Gen. 2 : 8. And 



r .1 -l ■* , auvA uucic uc uub 

Ln the garden of Eden, the man whom he had 
[Gen. 2 : 8. formed. Gen. 2 : 8. And 
the Lord God took the man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden, to dress it, and to keep it. Gen. 2 : 16. 

28. What la/io was given , every tree of the gar 
th em i den thou mayest freely 

mi » o i ea ^ : hut of the tree of 

1 he law Ot perfect the knowledge of good and 

obedience. — : evil* thou Shalt not eat of 

10,17. ii. 



’ * it : for in the day that thou 

latest thereof thou shalt surely die. Gen. 2 : 16, 17. 
By the law is the knowledge of sin. Rom. 3 : 20. 

d 
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Ill MAN’S FALL AND SINFUL STATE 

§ 1.— Sin. 

29. Did our first parents When the woman BnW 

continue holy and that the tree was goo4 for 
happy 1 food, and that it was pleas- 

toy Binned against 

(tOu, and tell into w ig e> she took of the fruit 

misery. — Gen. 3. thereof and did eat; and 

gave also unto ker hus- 
band with her, and he did eat. Gen. 3:6.. And the 
Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where 
art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the gar 
den, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I 
hid myself. Gen. 3 : 9, 10. By one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin. Rom. 5 : 12. 

30. What is sin ? ^ ! aw % the * n °S 

. • n edge of sin. Rom. 3 : 20. 

Any transgression Oi Whosoever committeth sin 
the law of God.— transgresseth also the 
[1 John 8 : 4. law ; for sin is the trans- 
gression of the law. 1 John 
3:4. He that committeth sin is of the devil ; for the 
ievil sinneth from the beginning. 1 John 3 : 8. 

31. What was the sin of A “ d ** Lord God c . om ' 

our first parents ? “ anded i the 
•r< • r ii Of every tree of the garden 

1 heir eating ot the thou mayest freely eat; 

forbidden fruit. hut of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it. Gen. 2 : 16, 17. She took 
of the fruit thereof, and did eat ; and gave also untc 
her husband, and he did eat. Gen. 3 : 6. 

32. By whom were they The serpent beguiled me, 

temvted to sin 7 and I did eat. Gen. 3: 13. 

n ., . , That old serpent, called the 

By the devil, in the Devil, and Satan, which de- 
form of a serpent. — ceiveth the whole world. 

[Gen. 8 : 13 ; Rev. 20 : 2. Rev. 12 : 9. That old ser- 
pent, which is the Devil, and Satan. Rev. 20 : 2 
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i.— Guilt, Prevalence, and Conseqaincefl of 

Sin* 



33 What evil did their 

tin bring upon of fod and evil thou shal 1 

. day that thou eatest there- 

lhey lost the image 0 f # thou shalt surely die. 

of God, were driven Gen. 2 : 17. Cursed is the 
out of Eden, and be- ^ ound sake ; 

’ . sorrow shalt thou eat of 

same subject to pam it all the days of thy life. 

and death. Gen - 3 : 17. Therefore 

the Lord God sent him 
forth from the garden of Eden. Gen . 3 : 23. So he 
drove out the man. Gen. 3 : 24. By one man sin en 
tered into the world, and death by sin ; and so death 
passed upon all men. Rom. 5 : 12. The wages of sin 
is death. Rom. 6 : 23. 

34. Did their sin harm . By one man sin entered 
any beside themr “ to . the world and death 

v Ktt ai n • nnH oa Haat h rvn aaA/i 



selves 1 



by sin ; and so death passed 



, * ^ upon all men, for that all 

By the ottense OI one, have sinned. Rom. 5 : 12. 

j udgment came upon By one man's disobedience 
all men to condemna- * aay ^ made 8innera * 

tion.— Rom. 5 : 18. 

35. In what state are man- Adanf lived a bundled 

kind born ? and thirty years, and be- 

In the image of fallen S at a s « n ia h J s own 

. | , ®.. . j, ness, after his image. Gin. 

Adam, destitute ot 5.3. God saw that the 
original righteous- wickedness of man was 

ness.— Gen. 5 : 3. ff f in the . eart . h ’ * nd 

that every imagination 

of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually 

Gen. 6:5. For the imagination of man's heart is evil 

from his youth. Gen. 8 : 21. The heart is deceitful 

above all things, and desperately wicked. Jer. 17 * 9 
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from within, out of the heart cf men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, 
cove«<>u»ness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
evil oye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. Mark 7 : 21, 22 
Ihere is none righteous, no, not one. Rom. 3 : 10. 

36. What are the miseries ^hey that plow iniquity 
of this condition 1 B , nd 80W wickedness, reap 
in i • i i • the same. Job 4:8. M an y 

Ml mankind being sorrows shall be to the 

born in sin, are by wicked. Psa. 82 : 10. Thy 
nature under the wa ^ anc l ^ ave 

— 1 1 c /-i i procured these thing's 

wrath of God. unto thee. Jer. 4 : 18 

Your iniquities have turn- 
ed away these things, and your sins have withholdeu 
good things from /ou. Jer. 5 : 25. Our fathers have 
sinned, and are not ; and we have borne their iniqui- 
ties. Lam . 5:7. The wages of sin is death. Rom. 
6 : 23. And were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others. Eph. 2 : 3. The whole world lieth in 
wickedness. 1 John 5 : 19. 



IV. SALVATION. 

I b -The Source and Grounds of Salvation, viz* « 
The Love of God in Christ, and Redemp* 
tion through Christ* 



^7. Did God leave man- 
kind in sin and mis - 
ery ? 

No ; God so loved 
the world, that he 
gave his only-begot- 
ten Son, that whoso- 
ever helieveth in him 



This is the will of him 
that sent me, that every 
one which seeth the Son, 
and believe th on him, 
may have everlasting life. 
John 6 : 40. He that be- 
lieveth on me hath evei> 
lasting life. John 6 : 47. 
In this was manifested the 
love of God toward us. bo 
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He became man, 



Jftoald not perish, cause that God sent his 

i i ,• only-begotten Son into the 

Dut have everlasting wo / ld) f hat we might livc 

life Jobn 3 : 16. through him. 1 John 4 : 9. 

We have seen, and do tes^ 
ti fy, that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world. 1 John 4 : 14. 

38. What did the Son of The ' V< f d ,7'^ 

God do to save shir flesh and dwelt among us. 
7 John 1:14. It is written 

i t n ^ rS of the Son of man, that 

He became man, m ust suffer many 

lived, suffered, died, things. Mark 9 : 12. A 

and rose again. ma ° f urrows, and ao 

° quamted with gnef. Isa . 

63 : 3. Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures ; and he was buried, and he rose again the third 
day. 1 Cor . 16 : 3, 4. 

39. How did he become But Ums f t °[ 

7 no reputation, and took 

• a A i n i upon him the form of a 

Christ, though trod, servant> and was ma(ie in 

took upon him the the likeness of men. Phil 

form of a servant 2:7. Sacrifice and offer- 
, j . , i mg tnou wouldest not, but 

and was made m the a b od y hast tnou prepared 

likeness of man, hav- me. Heb. 10 : 5. My soul 



ing a human body is exceeding sorrowful, 
® J even unto death. Matt. 

and soul. 26 : 38. 

40. What example does He had done no violence. 

Christ’s life afford ° either “ 

^ Ins mouth. Isaiah Ou • 

* I have sinned, in that 1 

An example Oi per- have betrayed the inno- 

feet goodness and cent blood. Matt. 27 : 4. 
L i- Have thou nothing to do 

with that just man. Matt. 
27 : 19. Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove 
this cup from me : nevertheless, not my will, but thine, 
be done. Luke 22 : 42. Father, forgive them. Luke 
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23 : 34. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and 
crucify him: for I find no fault in him. John 19 : 6, 
Who went about doing good. Acts 10 : 38. For such 
a high-priest became us, who is holy, harm jess, un« 
defiled, separate from sinners. Heb. 7 : 26. Leaving 
us an example, that ye should follow his steps : who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in his meuth : who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he suf- 
fered, he threatened not. 1 Pet. 2 : 21-23. 

41. What did Christ suf- A “ an « f sorrows, and 
r a «#• ? acquainted with grief. Isa. 

ir , ^ 53 : 3. He hath poured 

lie hum bled ilimseil, out his soul unto death: 

and became obedient and he was numbered with 

ante death even the »• T/S7, £& 

death ot the cross. — ing sorrowful, even unto 
[Phil. 2 : 8. death. Matt. 26 : 38. Now 

is my soul troubled, and what shall I say ? Father, 
save me from this hour: but for this cause came I 
unto this hour. John 12 : 27. Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us. Gal. 3 : 13. But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant. Phil. 2 : 7. 
Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith ; who, for the joy that was set before him, en- 
dured the cross, despising the shame. Heb. 12 : 2. 
do wa.» Ought not Christ to have 



42. Why did Christ thus 
suffer and die ? 

To offer to divine jus- 
tice full atonement 
for the sins of the 
world. 



suffered these things, and 
to enter into his glory? 
Luke 24 : 26. Thus it be* 
hooved Christ to suffer. 
Luke 24 : 46 Opening 
and alledging, that Christ 
must needs have suffered. 



Acts 17 : 3. When we were 
yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. Rom. 5 : 6. While we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. Rom. o : 8. We were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son. Rom. 5 : 10. He that spared 
Qot his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
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•hall ne not with him also freely give us all things? 
Rom . 8 : 32. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
}f the Vaw. Gal . 3 : 13. Ye who sometime were far 
off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ. Eph. 2:13. 
Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for 
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smell- 
ing savor. Eph. 5:2. It is of necessity that thif 
man have somewhat to offer. Heb. 8 : 3. By his own 
blood, he entered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us. Heb. 9:12. Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
spot to God. Heb. 9 : 14. Without shedding of blood 
is no remission. Heb. 9 : 22. It was therefore neces- 
sary that the patterns of things in the heavens should 
be purified with these. Heb. 9 : 23. Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, be- 
ing dead to sins, should live unto righteousness : by 
whose stripes ye were healed. 1 Pet. 2 : 24. He is 
the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, 
Rut also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2 : 2. 

Him hath God exalted 
with his right hand to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, 
for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of 
sins. Acts 5 : 31. We be- 
lieve on him that raised 
up Jesus our Lord from 
the dead ; who was de 
livered for our offenses, 
and was raised again foi 
our justification. Rom. 4; 
24, 25. It is Christ that 
died, yea rather, that is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us. Rom . 8 : 34. We havo 
a great high-priest that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God. Heb. 4 : 14. But this man, be- 
cause he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priest- 
hood. Heb. 7 : 24. Christ is not entered into the holy 
places made with hands, which are the figures of the 



43. How are we benefited 
by Christ 1 s resurrec- 
tion ? 

He rose for our justi- 
fication, and ascended 
to the right hand of 
God, where he ever 
liveth to make in- 
tercession for us. — 

Rom. 4 : 25 ; Eph. 1 : 20; Col. 
8:1; Heb. 7 : 25. 
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true; but into heaven itself, now to appear In the 
presence of God for us. Hcb. 9 : 24. If any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous. 1 John 2 : l. 

4 k Did Christ make th is , Go< ‘ 80 love ?. tht 

atonement for all tl,at h « g av ? ^ on\y-b^ 
7 gotten Son, that whosoever 

n - r n i believeth m him should 

DJ the grace Ot (.TOd not perish, but have ever- 

he tasted death for lasting life. For God sent 

every man.— u C b. 2 : 9. ? ot his , Son If 0 the ,T?“ 

J to condemn the world but 

ihat the world through him might be saved. John 3 : 
16, 17. He died for all. 2 Cor. 5 : 15. Who gave him- 
self a ransom for all. 1 Tim . 2 : 6. But we see Jesus, 
who was made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor ; 
that he by the grace of God should taste death for 
every man. Hcb. 2 : 9. And he is the propitiation for 
our sins : and not for ours only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world. I John 2 : 2. 



§ 2.— Conditions of Salvation. 

45. Will all men therefore Except ye repent, ye 
be saved? shall all likewise perish. 

No; The wicked ^ 13:3 Andwhoso 

- , . ever was not found written 

shall be turned into in the book of life was cast 

hell, and all the na- into the lake of fire. Rev. 

lions that forget S’jSJKS • &*£ 

(rod.— Psa. 9 : 17. There shall be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth, 
when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and 
all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you your- 
selves thrust out. Luke 13 : 27, 28. Except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Matt. 5 : 20. Taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that obey not 
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2ft 



the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Thess. 1 : & 
l will cut off the remnant of Baal .... and them that 
are turned back from the Lord ; and those that have 
not sought the Lord, nor inquired for him. Zeph. 1 : 4, 6. 



46 . 



Thuy 



Will those be saved 
who die in childhood 
before they know 
good and evil ? 



And they brought young 
children to him, that he 
should touch them : and 
his disciples rebuked those 
... „ T that brought them. But 

Will ; tor J0SUS when Jesus saw it, nc was 

said, Of such is the much displeased, and said 

v* unto them, Suffer the little 

kingdom ol heaven. Ari ’ _ 

o children to come unto me, 

^ a * and forbid them not: for 

of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto 

you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God 

as a little child, he shall not enter therein. And he 

took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, 

and blessed them. Mark 10 : 13-16. 

And the times of this 



ignorance God winked at ; 
but now comraandeth all 
men everywhere to repent 
Acts 17 : 30. Repent ye 



4J. On what terms are 
those saved who Know 
good from evil ? 

On condition of re- 
pentance toward God therefore, and be convert- 
and faith toward our 

Lord Jesus Christ. — Repent therefore of this 
[Acts 20 : 21. thy wickedness, and pray 
God, if perhaps the thought of thy heart may be 
forgiven thee. Acts 8 : 22. By grace are ye saved 



through faith. Eph. 2 : 8. 
48 . What is repentance ? 

A godly sorrow on 
account of sin. 



2 Cor. 
7 : 10. 



For I will declare mlue 
iniquity ; I will be sorr y 
for my sin. Psa. 38 : 18. 
Ye were made sorry aftei 
a godly manner. 2 Cor, 
7 : 9. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salva 
tion not to be repented of. 2 Cor . 7 : 10. All of them 
mourning, every one for his iniquity. Ezek . 7 : 16. 
Turn ye even to me with all your heart and with fast 
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mg, and with weeping, and with mourning ; and rend 
your heart, and not your garments. Joel 2 : 12, 13. 



49. Hove is true repent- 
ance indicated? 

By the forsaking of 
sin and a sincere 
turning to God. 



Amend your ways and 
your doings. Jer . 7 : 3 
Return ye now evei / man 
from his evil way, and 
amend your doings. Jer . 
35 : 15. Let the wicked 



forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord Isa . 55 : 7. Cease to do evil ; learn to 



do well. Isa . 1 : 16, 17. 

60. What is faith in Jesus 
Christ ? 

Faith in Jesus Christ 



As many as received 
him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe 



is the act of receiving on his name. John 1:12. 
and trusting in him ^ fo ? nd m him : 

, ^ © , having mine own nght- 

aione, tor salvation, eousness, which is of the 
[John 1 : 12 ; Phil. 3 : 9. law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which 
is of God by faith. Phil. 3 : 9. Faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
Heb. 11:1. 

61. Can we repent and G° d > having rais , e . d U P 

believe of ourselves ? bis ® on de . sus ’ " €I ^ him to 
KT , * bless you, in turning away 

JNo ; the power to re- every one of you from his 
pent and believe is iniquities. Acts 3: 26. Him 
given US of God.— hath God exRit^ with his 

6 [Eph 2 : 8; Rom. 11 : 29. T1 ^ band t0 \ Pn ? Ce 

and a Saviour, for to give 

repentance to Israel. Acts 5 : 31. Then hath God alsc 

to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life. Acts 11 : 

18. For by grace are ye saved through faith ; and 

that not of yourselves : it is the gift of God. Eph. 2 : 8. 

62. How can we know v F ° r “ “ are L led 

when we believe in S P irit °J n G od, they 

Jesus Christ ? 8 ° ns of GocL *?"• 

|r , , . 3 : 14. Know ye not that 

Lie that believctb je are the temple of God, 
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en the Son of God and that the Spirit of 
,, • God dwelleth in you? 1 

hath the witness m Cor 3 . 16 G ' d whc 

himself. — 1 John 5 : 10. hath also sealed us, ana 

given the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts. 2 Cor . 1 : 22. 

53. What witness is this ? Hereby know we thai 
~ . .... we dwell in him, and he 

The Spirit itself bear- i n US) because he hath 

eth witness with our given us of his Spirit. 1 

spirit that we are the Shkiioie'th th°heS 
children Oi (rod. — bare them witness, giving 
[Rom. 8 : 16. them the Holy Ghost. Act* 
15 : 8. Hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the 
Spirit which he hath given us. 1 John 3 : 24. And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
Gal. 4 : 6. 



§ 3. — The Fruits and Extent of Salvation. 



54. What fruits doth this 
faith produce ? 

Justification, regen- 
eration, sanctifica- 



Therefore, being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Rom. 
1. Knowing that a 



t ion. — ? o 0n ?* 5 : } \ J o hn A : man is not J Ratified by the 
■ 2 : Thek 2: 13’. works of the law, but by 

the faith of Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might 
be justified by the faith of Christ. Gal . 2 : 16. God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the 
truth. 2 Thess. 2 : 13. This is the will of God, even 
your sanctification. 1 Thess. 4 : 3. 

55 What is justification * Being justified freely by 
66. What is justification . ]dg graC(Jj through the ^ 

Justification is that dempti on that is in Christ 



net of God's free 



Jesus. Rom. 3 : 24. In 
whom we have redemption 
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grace in which he through his blood, the for 

pa, -dons our sins and fiZSfiSSSS 

accepts US as right- Eph. 1 : 7. For he hath 

eous in his sight for m » de , h; , m t0 be . 8in , fcr 
i n ni ° • . us, who knew no sin ; tlial 
the sake of Christ. we be made th* 

Rom ’ righteousness of God in 
him. 2 Cor. 5 : 21. For as 
by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, 
so by the obedience of one shall many be made right- 
eous. Rom. 5:19. 

56. What is regenera- . Therefore if any man be 
? ° m Christ, he is a new 

U . ,i i* , i creature: old things are 

IS the new birth p asse( j away; behold, all 

of the Soul in the things have become new. 

image of Christ, 2 Cor - 5 1 17 - Tliat P u ^ 

i ° t i on the new man, which 

whereby we become a ft er God is created in 

the children of God. righteousness and true ho- 
[Eph. 1:5; John 1:12, 13; John lineSS. Eph. 4 : 24. As 
5:3; Eph. 4:24; 1 John 3 : 2. many as received him, to 

them gave he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name. John 1 : 12. 

57. What is sanctifica- Wherefore Jesus also, 
tio n ^ tlistt hs might sanctify tho 

0 , people with his own blood, 

oanctlhcation 1S that suffered without the gate. 

act of divine grace Heb. 13: 12. In the body 

whereby we are made ?*■ ^ t , hr ° u f^ e ^ th ; 

, , *i Thess 5 .o 3 . Enh to present you holy, and 
holy — } , e r n r ,V E |! 2 : unblamable, and unre- 
Hob. 13 : 12. provable in his sight. CoL 
1 : 22. According as he 
hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame be- 
fore him in love. Eph. 1 : 4. And the very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God your whoU 
spirit, and soul, and body, be preserved blameless unt* 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. I Thens . 0 : 25. 
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68. May every believer be 
wholly sanctified in 
this life ? 

f es ; God’s command 
is, Be ye holy, for 
l am holy ; and his 
promise is, that if 
wo confess our sins 
he will cleanse us 



from all unrighteous- 

nnoQ 1 Pet. 1 :16: 1 rhess. 

4:3; i j ohn i . 9 



For this is the will of 
God, even your sanctifica- 
tion. 1 These. 4 : 3. Christ 
loved the Church, and gave 
himself for it ; that he 
might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of 
water by the word, that 
he might present it to him- 
self a glorious Church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing ; but that 
it should be holy, and with- 
out blemish. Eph. 5 : 25- 
27. The blood of Jesus 



Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 1 John l : 7. 



Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
shall be clean; from all your filthiness, and from ail 
your idols, will I cleanse you. Ezek . 3G : 2o. 



59. What is implied in be - 
, ing a perfect Chris- 
tian i, or in being 
wholly sanctified? 

Loving God with all 
our heart and soul, 
mind and strength, 
and our neighbor as 
ourselves. 



Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is 
the first and great com- 
mandment. And the sec 
ond is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all 
the law and the prophets. 
Matt. 22 : 37-40. 



60. Is it possible for a 
justified or. a sancti- 
fied Christian to fall 
from grace and per- 
ish ? 

It is; for even the 
apostle Paul feared 
lest, after having 



Holding faith, and a 
good conscience ; which 
some having put away 
concerning faith have 
made shipwreck. 1 Tim 
1:19. For if we sin will- 
fully after that we have 
received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sins, 








himself should be a iefy^dignitio^Seft 10: 
Castaway. — l Cor. 9 : 27. 26, 27. The Lord is with 

you, white ye with him ; 
. . . but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you. 2 Chrcn, 
15 : 2. But if any man draw back, my soul shall hare 

ao pleasure in him. Ilcb. 10 : 38. 

„ , Pray that ye enter not 

61. How shall we guard . J tati ' n . Luke 22 ; 

against the danger of 4Q ^ ye heed, watch 

r/i/MMcr rr/im trvnro t * - - — ~ ^ 



V. THE MEANS OF GRACE 



§1. — The Church and Ministry. 

62. What are the principal means of grace ? 

The Church, the sacraments, the word of 
God, and prayer. 

63. In what two forms does the Church of God exist f 

I he visible and the invisible. 

W7tnt is the visible And he gave some, apo* 
Churzh ? ties ; and some, prophets ; 

TIia visible Church and some, evangelists ; and 
. some, pastors and teach- 

of Ghrist is a con- ers . the perfecting of 

gregation of faithful the saints, for the work of 
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men, in which the the ministry, for the edi- 

nure word of On.l w fying of the body of Christ, 
pure worn 01 uotl IS Eph 4 ;11 , 12. And gave 

preached and the sac- him to be the head over 

raments duly admin- things to the Church, 

Utered according to Z, 

(vhnst S ordinance. — that gladly received his 

[Acts 2:4 2; Matt. 16 : 18; word were baptized : and 
Eph. 5 : 27 . the same day there were 

added unto them about three thousand souls. And 
they continued steadfastly in the apostles* doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
Acts 2 : 41, 42 

65. What is the invisible being many, are 

Church? one k 0 dy in Christ, and 

nnr ^ i i 1 every one members one of 

I he whole body of another. Rom. 12 : 5. And 

God’s true people in gave him to be the head 

every period of time. °T er a11 things to the 
1 Church, which is his body. 

Eph. 1 : 22, 23. And other sheep I have, wki< h are not 
of this fold. John 10 : 16. But ye are come unto 
Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general assembly and Church of the 
first-born, which are written in heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect. Heb. 12 : 22, 23. 



66. Ought not all persons 
where the gospel is 
preached , to become 
believers in Christ 
and members of the 
Church ? 



That they all may be 
one; as thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in 
us. John 17 : 21. 



They ought; in order to have a visible union 
frith Christ, the Head of the Church, and 
communion with his people. — Ki-h s : 2,3 ; j°hn n : 

r i 21 ; 1 Cor. 12 . 2 U 

3 
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67. Who are to preach the And no man taketh this 

word of God and ad- honor unto himself, but he 
minister the sacra- that is called of God, as 
ments ? was Aaron. Heb, 6 : 4. Our 

Faithful moil onllod sufficiency is of God; who 

raitlirui men, cauea algo hath made Ub able 

of GrOtl and sot apart ministers of the New Tes- 
by the Church to tament; not of the letter, 

the office ana work «***^,*,SS 

of the ministry. — made a minister according 
[Hebrews 5:4; Acts 13 : 2, 3; to the gift of the grace of 
i Tim. 4 : 14. God g^ ven unto me by the 

effectual working of his power. Eph. 3:7. Paul, a 
servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, sepa- 
rated unto the gospel of God. Rom, 1:1.. But as we 
were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gos- 
pel, even so we speak ; not as pleasing men, but God, 
which trieth our hearts. 1 Thess, 2 : 4. For though 1 
should boast somewhat more of our authority, (which 
the Lord hath given us for edification, and not for 
your destruction,) I should not be ashamed. 2 Cor, 
10 : 8. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, 
• the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul, 
for the work whereunto I have called them. And 
when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
)u them, they sent them away. Jicts 13 : 2, 3. 



§ 2.— The Sacraments. 

68. How many sacra- 
ments has Christ 
o aained in his 
Church ? 

Two ; baptism and 
t bo Lord’s supper. — 

[Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor. 11 : 23-26. 
and gave to them, and said, Take, eat : this is my 
body. And he took the cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them : and they all drank of ih 



And he saiu unto tnem 
Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He that 
believeth, and is baptized, 
shall be saved. Mark 16 : 
15, 16. Jesus took bread, 
and blessed, and brake it, 



mu 



CATECHISM, WITH PROOFS. 



83 



And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many. Mark 14 : 22- 24. 

69. What is a sacrament ? 

An outward and visible sign of an inward 
ind spiritual grace. 



(1.) BAPTISM. 



(0. What is the outward See, here is water ; what 
sign in baptism ? doth hinder me to be bap- 

Water, applied in the tized? -Acts 8: 36. Can 

, , any man forbid water, that 

name 01 the rather, these should not be bap- 

and of the Son, and tized ? Jets 10 : 47. Go ye 

of the Holy Ghost.— therefore and teach all 

[John 3:5; Matt. 28 : 19. J^ tlonS ’ baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Matt . 28 : 19. 

71 . What is the inward ^ r * se and be baptized, 

grace signified in an . ( ~. was ^ & wa y thy sins, 
bavtism ? calling on the name of the 

A j ,, ’ j Lord. Acts 22 : 16. The 

A death unto sin and like figure whereunto, even 

a new birth unto baptism, doth also now 
righteousness. save us ’ ^ ot pu i li "* 

6 away of the filth of the 

flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 1 Pet 3 : 21. 
As many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. Gal. 3 : 27. 

72. What advantages are ^ establish my cove- 



secured to baptized 
persons ? 

They are admitted to 
the visible Church of 
Christ; their relation 
to him as the Media- 



nant between me and thee, 
and thy seed after thee in 
their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant ; to 
be a God unto thee, and to 
thy seed after thee. Gen. 
17 : 7. He that belie veth 
and is baptized, shall bt 



e 



n 



fa 
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saved. Aiark 10:16. R* 
pent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, foT 
the remission of sius, and 
ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. A:U 
2 : 38. 



tor of the new cove- 
nant, and their title 
to the spiritual bless- 
ings thereto belong- 
ing, arc solemnly con- 
tinued. 



(2.) THE LORD'S SUPI’ER. 

73. Why wax the sacra- Christ ovu passo? 
merit of the Lord’x sacrificed for us : thei 
supper ordained ? let us keep the feast. \ 

For the continual re- 8 : 7 ’ Th ‘ f 8 * 

* , membrance of me. 

membrance ot the 22 : 19. For as oft* 
sacrifice of Christ’s ye eat this bread, 

doth and of the ten- 

cfits that we thereby come. 1 Cor. 11 : 2f>. 

receive. — 1 cor. 11 : 23-26. 

un . • . i , i The Lord Jesus, the 

74. What is the outward . q wMch he w; 

sign of the Lord s ^ ^ took breftd . 

supper . w hen he hnri (riven th 
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Are reminded of his rificed for us. 1 Cor. 5 : 7 
sacrificial death, and £ r “ ye cat thii 

spiritually strength- ye do show the Lord’s 

ened to do HIS will. death till he come. 1 Cor. 

11 : 26. This do in re- 
membrance of me. 1 Cor. 11 : 24. Let us have grace, 
whereby we may serve God acceptably, with reverence 
and godly fear. Heb. 12 : 28. 

§ 3.— The Word of God and Prayer. 

76. Whence do we derive all correct knowledge of re- 
ligious truth and duty ? 

From the Holy Bible. 

77. What is the Bible ? 

It is the revelation of divine truth, and the 
record of God’s will. 

78. What is the only suf- T j ie law of the . Lord is 
ficient rule of a P erfect - converting the 

Christian’ t faith and « oul ; . the testimony of the 
practice ? Lord 13 8ure > making wise 

,|yi i , the simple. Psa. 19 : 7 

me word ot Cjrod, Thou hast known the Holy 

as contained in the Scriptures, which are able 

Scriptures of the Old t0 . make tkee wi f 

andiNew lestaments. which is in Christ Jesus. 

2 Tim. 3 : 15. But whoso 
iooketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continuetb 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, b at a doer of 
the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed James 
I : 25. Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. Gal 1 : 8. 
For I testify unto every man that heareth the words 
of the prophecy of this book. If any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plague* 
that are written in this book. Rev. 22 : 18. 
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79. How should we use Search the Scriptures: 
the Scriptures? for in them ye think y« 

We should seriously 

— 1.1 1*1 . t A ^ 

j w are they which testify of 

and diligently study me . John 6 . 39 . 



drod’s holy word with ye out of the book of 
prayer, that we may ^ rdf n ? ,nd l . rc ? d- Isa : 

understand, believe, to the testimony. Isaiah 
and practice the same. 8 : 20. Faith cometh by 
[John 5 : 39. hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God. Rom . 10 : 
17. But be ye doers of the word, 'and not hearers only. 
James 1 : 22. Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law. Psa . 119 : 18. These 
were more noble than those in TheBsalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the Scriptures daily , whether those things 
were so. Acts 17 : 11. 

80. What is prayer ? t . Trust in h , im at a11 

n . . , X, . . times ; ye people, pour out 

1 rayer is the offering your heart before him : God 
up of our desires unto is a refuge for us. Psa. 

God in the name of ^ : 8 Whatsoever ye 
p. . shall ask the Father m 

Llirist. my name he will give 

you. Johi 16 : 23. Let 
us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the 
heavens. Lam . 3 : 41. 

81. With what should j A ? d 1 P p ra { ed u ? t0 

prayer be always Lord m / ? od ’ and 
accompanied ? confession. Dan. 9 : 4 

II7 . , , r Continue id prayer, and 

With humble con- watch in the same with 
fession of sin, with thanksgiving. Col. 4 : 2 

hearty thanksgiving 

tor trod S mercies, let your requests be made 

and sincere faith in known unto God. Phil. 
l* *4:6. If any of you lack 

8 promises. wisdom, let him ask of 



his promises. 




rnmmmmmrnmmimmmmammmMmmmmMmmmmmmMmummmmMmmBBm 



CATECHISM, WITH PR30F8. 



37 



ftod .... But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. 
James 1 : 5, 6. If we ask anything according to his 
Will, he heareth us. And if we know that he hear us, 
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the peti- 
tions that we desired of him. 1 John 5 : 14, Id. 

Enter in to his gates with 



82. Where should we of- 
fer up our prayers ? 

Publicly in the bouse 
of God, and privately 
in our families and in 
our closets. 



thanksgiving, and into hi* 
courts with praise : be 
thankful unto him, and 
bless his name. Psa. 100 : 
4. If two of you shall 
agree on earth as touching 
anything that they shall 
ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them. Matt . 18 : 19, 20. Pour out 
thy fury upon the families that call not on thy name. 
Jer . 10 : 2d. When thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet ; and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to 
thy Father which is in secret. Matt . 6 : fi. 

83. What special example , After this manner there- 
of prayer is given us ^ oro y e - Matt. G : 9. 
in Scripture? 

The Lord's prayer. 

84. Can you repeat the Lord's prayer ? 



Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive them 
that trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from eviL 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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VI GOD’S LAW. 

Duties to Cod and Man. 

86. What does God re- Fear God, and keep his 
quirt of man? commandments: for this 

k i ^ i* ^ is the whole duty of man. 

Obedience to his re- Eccles 12: 13. What doth 

vealed will. the Lord thy God require 

of thee, but to fear the 
Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways .... and to 
serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul. Deut . 10 : 12. 

86. What is the rule of ,., If f hou enter in \° 
our obedience ? life, keep the commaad- 

ments. Matt. 19 : 17. 

The moral law. 



87. IVhere it the moral law given ? 

In the ten commandments. — Exod. 20 : 1-17. 

88. What is the first Thou shalt worship the 
commandment ? Lord thy God, and him only 

m 1 ji shalt thou serve. Matt. 4 : 

Thou S a e O 10. Take ye therefore good 

Other gods before me. heed unto yourselves . . . 

lest thou lift up thine eyes 
unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the 
moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, should 
est be driven to worship them, and serve them. Deut. 4 : 
15, 19. I am the Lord thy God fro n the land of Egypt, 
an ! thou shalt know no God but me. Hosea 13:4. 

„ . * Take ye therefore good 

89. What is the second h eec i unto yourselves . . . . 



commandment ? 



lest ye corrupt yourselves, 



Thou shalt not make and make you a graven 

onto thee any graven ima s e > tlie similitude of 
. J ° ... any figure. Deut. 4 : lo, 16. 

image, or any like- Thou shalt worship no 
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ness of anything that 
is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth 



other god: for the Ix>rd, 
whose name is Jealous, is a 
jealous God. Exod . 31 : 14. 



beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth : thou shalt not bow down thyself tc 
them, nor serve them : for I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me ; and showing mercy unto thou- 
sands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments. 



90. J Vhat is the third 
commandment ? 

Thou shalt not take 
the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain : for 
the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that 
taketh his name in 
vain. 

soever is more than thes 
34-37. 



I say unto you, Swear not 
at all : neither by heaven ; 
for it is God’s throne : nor 
by the earth ; for it is his 
footstool: neither by Jeru' 
salem ; for it is the city 
of the great King : neither 
shalt thou swear by thy 
head ; because thou cans* 
not make one hair whit* 
or black. But let your 
communication be, Yea. 
yea; Nay, nay: for what 
cometh of evil. Matt . 5 



91. What is the fourth 
commandment ? 

Remember the Sab- 
bath-day, to keep it 
holy. Six days shalt 
thou labor, and do all 
thy work : but the 
seventh day is the 



Ye shall keep my Sair 
baths, and reverence my 
sanctuary : I am the Lord. 
Lev . 19 : 30. Six days 
shall work be done: but 
the seventh day is the Sab- 
bath of rest, a holy con- 
vocation ; ye shall do no 
work therein. Lev. 23 : 3. 
U is a sign between mo 
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Sabbath of the Lord 
fchv God : in it thou 
shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, thy 
man-servant, nor thy 
maid-servant, nor thy 
cattle, nor thy stran- 
ger that is within thy 
gates : for in six days 
the Lord made hea- 
ven and earth, the 
sea and all that in 
them is, and rested 
the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath- 
day, and hallowed it. 

thee to ride upon the high 
piaces of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of 
Jacob thy father. Isa . 58 : 13, 14. 

92. What is the fifth „ a f Q d 

commandment? ‘ ^ . 19. 

rT p ,1 j Children, obey your par- 

Honor thy father and ents in the Lord: for this 

thy mother ; that thy is right. Honor thy father 

da vs mav be lono- and “other, (which is the 
days may uc ion first COIUmandment with 

Qpon the land which promise,) that it may be 
the Lord thy God giv- well with thee, and thou 
Pth tW mayest live long on the 

ein tnee, earth. Eph 6 : 



and the children of Israel 
forever: for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and 
earth, and on the seventh 
day he rested, and was re- 
freshed. Exod. 31 : 17. God 
blessed the seventh day, 
and sanctified it. Gen. 2 : 3 
Six days thou shalt do thy 
work, and on the seventh 
day thou shalt rest. Exod. 
23 : 12. If thou turn away 
thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on 
my holy day ; and call the 
Sabbath a delight, the holy 
of the Lord, honorable ; 
and shalt honor him, not 
doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleas- 
ure, nor speaking thine 
own words : then shalt 
thou delight thyself in the 
Lord ; and I will cause 
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93 . What is the sixth 
commandment ? 

Thou shalt not kill. 

94 . What is the seventh 
commandment ? 

Thou slialt not com- 
mit adultery. 



Whosoever hafcetn his 
brother is a mu rderer : and 
ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding 
in him. 1 John 3 : 15. 

No unclean person .... 
hath any inheritance in 
the kingdom .... of God. 
Eph. 5 : o. Bat fornication, 
and all uncleanness, or 



covetousness, let it not be 
once named among you. Eph. 5 : 3. Whosoever looketh 
on a woman to lust after her, hath committed adultery 
with her already in his heart. Matt. 5 : 28. 

Thou shalt not defraud 



95. What is the eighth 
commandment ? 

Thou shalt not steal. 

96. What is the ninth 
commandment ? 

Thou shalt not hear 
false witness against 
thy neighbor. 



thy neighbor, neither rot 
him. Lev. 19 : 13. Yc 
shall not steal, neither deal 
falsely. Lev. 19 : 11. 

Speak not evil one ot 
another. James 4 : 11. Let 
all ... . evil-speaking be 
put away from you. Eph. 
4 : 31. Thou shalt not 
raise a false report: put 
not thy hand with the 
wicked to be an unrighteous witness. Exod. 23:1. All 
liars shall have their part in the lake which burnetb 
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death 
Rev. 21 : 8. 

Let your conversation 



97 . What is the tenth 
commandment ? 

Thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbor’s house, 
thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbor’s wife, 
oor his man-servant, 
aor his maid-servant, 



be without covetousness j 
and be content with such 
things as ye have. Hcb. 
13 : 5. Covetousness, let 
it not be once named among 
you, as becometh saints. 
Eph. 5 : 3. Neither shall 
thou desire . . . anything 
that is thy neighbor's. 
Dent. 5 : 21. Take heed. 






I 
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K * ,_ r V»ic naa and beware of coveloi*- 

IS ox, nor his ass, LuU 12 . l5 . 

nor anything that is 

thy neighbor’s 

98 What is our Saviour’s summary of God's com- 
mandments t T 1 . 1 

lie said: Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the 
first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two com- 
mandments hang all the law and the proph- 



ets. Matt. 22 : 37-40. 

99. How does our Saviour 
explain the command- 
ments ? 

He teaches that they 
not only forbid sin in 
act, but in thought. 

[Matt. 5 : 21, 22, 27, 28. 

100. What is our Lord’s 
precept, commonly 
called the golden 
rule ? 

Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do 
to you, do ye even so 
to them. Matt. 7 : 12. 

101. Can any man be 
saved by keeping 
the law ? 

No; By the deeds 



Ye have heard that it 
was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not com- 
mit adultery: but 1 say 
unto you, That whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust 
after her, hath committed 
adultery with her already 
in his heart. Matt . 5:27 28. 

Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. GaL 
5 : 14. Say not, 1 will do 
so to him as he hath done 
to me ; I will render to 
the man according to hi* 
work. Prov. 24 : 29. 



If thou, Lord, snouldest 
mark iniquities, 0 Lord* 
who shall stand ? Pscu 
130 . 3. For in thy sight 
shall no man living be ju» 
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»f the law shall no tified - Psa - 143 : £ - For M 

nil • i many as are of the work* 

flesh be justified.-- of t £ e law< are under the 

[Rom. 3 . 0. curse # . . . no man is j us- 

lified by the law in the sight of God. Gal. 3 : 10, 11. 

mo iii • The law was our school- 

102. What then is the use . . , . 

r tl i ~ master to bring us unto 

of the law? Christ, that we might be 

It serves to show men justified by faith. But 
their need of Christ; a f ter faith i& tome. 

For by the law is the 

knowledge of sin. — 25. The law ... was added 



[Rom. 3 : 20 ; Gal. 3 : 19. 
103. Are all Christians 



because of transgressions. 
Gal. 3 : 19. 

Circumcision is nothing. 



under obligation to and uncircumcision is 



keep the law ? nothing, but the keeping 

Yes; they are not of the commandments of 

Without law to (jod, not that I am come to de- 
but under the law to stroy the law or the proph- 

PV» • + i ^ m ets: I am not come to de- 

unnsi. 1 Cor. 9 : 21. . , . . « 0 

stroy, but to fulfill. Foi 

r erily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 

’,ot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 

all be fulfilled. Matt . 5 : 17, 18. 



VII. OF DEATH, JUDGMENT, AND ETERNITY. 



104. Do we remain long Man dieth, and wasteth 
in this world ? away : yea, man giveth up 

No; life is short and ghost? .M 14 : 10 . 

. , 1 1 Man is of few days. Job 

uncertain, and w e all 14 . ^ u j 8 appointed 

must die. — Job 14 : 10. unto men once to die. Heb . 

9 : 27. What man is he 
that liveth and shall not see death? Psa. 89 : 48. I 



No ; life is short and 
uncertain, and we all 

must die. Job 14 : 10 . 
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know that thou wilt bring me to death, aLd to the 
house appointed for all living. Job 30 : 23. tor the 
living know that they shall die. Eccles. 9 : 5. Whereas 
ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what 
is your life ? It is even a vapor, that appcareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away. James 4:14. 

. r , It is a fearful thing to 
lOo. Is it not a fearfu | n to the hands of the 

thing to die? Uving God Hcb% 10 . 31. 

It is to all but true Blessed are the dead which 

Christians. d } e in the Lord * Rev • 14 : 

13. 

106. Why should not true 0 death, where is thy 
Christians fear to sting? 0 grave, where is 
die? thy victory? Thanks be 

0 toGodwhichgivethusthe 
Because the sting Ol v ; ctor y ) through our Lord 

death is removed, and j CSU8 Christ. 1 Cor. 15: 

thev know that they 55,57. I will ransom them 
, ,, ,i J from the power of the 

shall go to heaven. grave ; I will redeem their. 

from death : 0 death, I will be thy plagues ; 0 grave, 

1 will be thy destruction. Hosea 13 : 14. The Lord of 
hosts .... will swallow up death in victory. Isa. 25 : 8 
For we know that, if our earthly house of this taber 
nacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

2 Cor. o : 1. To an inheritance incorruptible, and un 
defiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 

for you. 1 Peter 1:4. , . 

J „ , .„ Behold, he com e h . . . 

107 How long will the and e ghall 8ce 

bodies of men lie in Mm Rgv 1;7 The Ii0rd 

the grave? Jesus Christ, who shall 

Until the last day, judge the quick and tin 

«rbnn Christ, shall dead at appearing. 2 
when Uirist snail ^ 4 . h When the Son 

come to raise theooaci man shall come in his 
for judgment. glory, and all the holy an 

gels with him, then shall 
ne sit upon the throne of his glory and before him 
■hall be gathered all nntfons. Matt. ‘25 : 31. 32 
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108. Witt all th* dead be * 8aw the d * ad > 8ma11 
raised ? and g reat; » stand before 

*vi i n i God. Rev. 20 : 12. Before 

ID ere shall be a res- him shall be gathered all 

lirrection of the dead, nations. Matt. 25 : 32. All 

both of the inst and that are in the graves shall 

nnilldt —Acts 24 : 15 ; hear J oi f > aad shall 

i j uaL- John 5 : 28, 29. come forth ; they that have 

done good .... and they 
that have done evil. John 5 : 28, 29. In Christ shall 
all be made alive. 1 Cor. 15 : 22. The trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised. 1 Cor. 15 : 52. 



109. Will all men be 
judged at the last 
day ? 

We must all appear 
before the judgment- 
seat of Christ ; that 
every one may receive 
the things done in 
his body, according 
to that he hath done, 
whether it be good 
or bad. — 2 cor. 5 *. 10 . 



Because he hath ap- 
pointed a day in the which 
he will judge the world in 
righteousness. Acts 17:31. 
We shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of 
Christ. Rom. 14 : 10. God 
shall judge the righteous 
and the wicked. Rules. 
3 : 17. The Lord shall 
judge the ends of the earth. 
1 Sam. 2 : 10. And they 
were judged every man 
according to their works. 
Rev. 20 : 13. The Son of 
man .... shall reward 



every man according to his works. Matt. 16 : 27. Mj 
reward is with me, to give every man according as hit 
Work shall be. Rev . 22 : 12. 



110. What sentence will 
Christ pronounce 
on the wicked ? 

Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlast- 
ing fire, prepared for 
the devil and his an- 
gels. Matt. 25 • 41. 



Depart from me, all ye 
workers of iniquity. Luke 
13 : 27. The chaff he will 
burn with fire unquench- 
able. Luke 3:17. He th at 
despised Moses' law died 
without mercy ... of how 
much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be 
thought worthy, who hath 
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trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, 
an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit 
of grace? Heb. 10 28, 29. 

in. KLi 

e rig eous . hath appointed unto me. 

IJome, ye blessed 01 Luke 22 : 29. Eye hat A 

my Father, inherit not seen, nor ear heard, 

J neither have entered into 

the kingdom pre- the heart of man the 

pared for you from things which God hath 

the foundation of the prepared for them that 

1 1 love him. 1 Cor. 2 : 9. 

world. Matt. 25 : 34. 

112. What will then take The heavens, being on 
place ? fire, shall be dissolved, and 

The world shall he the elements shall melt 
, no 1 with fervent heat. 2 ret. 

destroyed by hre ; and 3: i 2 . The earth also, and 

the wicked shall go the works that arc therein, 
away in to everlasting 

punishment, but the the earth, which are now, 
righteous into life by the same word are kept 



p^ rT1 „ 1 Matt. 25 : 46; in store, reserved unto fire 

w * 2 Pet. 3 : 10. against the day of judg 

went and perdition of ungodly men. 2 Pit . 3 : 7. 



Matt. 25 : 46; 
2 Pet. 3 : 10. 



4PPENDIX 







BAPTISMAL COVENANT. 

I renounce the devil and all his works, the vain pomp 
and glory of the world, with all covetous desires of 
the same, and the sinful desires of the flesh, so that 
1 will not follow nor be led by them. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth: and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate; 
was crucified, dead, and buried ; the third day he rose 
from the dead ; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 3 
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins ; the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Having been baptized in this faith, I will obediently 
keep God's holy will and commandments, and walk in 
the same all the days of my life, God being my helper. 







I renounce Have no fellowship with 

the unfruitful works of 
darkness. Eph. 5:11. See also Prov . 4 : 14, 15 ; 2 Cor 
6 : 14, 15. 

, ,, , . He that committeth sin 

iheuevil ana all his i s Of the devil; for the 

Works, devil sinneth from the be 

ginning. For this purpose 

• By the holy catholic Church is meaut the Church of (W o 
general. 
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the Son of God was manifested, that he mignt destroy 
the works of the devil. Whosoever If born of God 
doth not commit sin ; for his seed remaineth in him ; 
and he cannot sin because he is born of God. In this 
the children of God are manifest, and the children of 



the devil. 1 John 3 : 8-10. 
4:7; Eph. 4:27. 

The vain pomp and 
glory of the world, 

With all covetous de- 
sires of the same, and 
the sinful desires of 
the flesh, so that I 
will not follow nor be 
led by them. 



See also John 8:44; Jame. 

Love not the world, 
neither the things that 
are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is 
in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world. 1 John 
2 : 15, 16. See also Rom. 
12 : 2 ; Rom. 8 : 13 ; Gal. 



I believe in God the 
Father 

Almighty, 



6 : 24. 

To us there is but one 
God, the Father, of whom 
are all things. 1 Cor. 8 : 6. 
See Isa. 64 : 8 ; Mai. 2 : 10. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty, which was, 
and is, and is to come. Rev. 4 : 8. See Gen. 17 : l. 
ir , o r j In the beginning God 

Maker of heaven and crea ted the heaven and the 

earth. Gen. 1 : 1. See Nek. 
9:6; Acts 4 : 24. 

And one Lord Jesu* 
Christ, by whom are all 
Cor. 8:6. See Luke 2 : 21 ; 



earth: 

And in Jesus Christ 

things, and we by him. 1 
John 1 : 41 ; Acts 16 : 31. 



His only Son 



For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 8 
16. See also Matt. 3 : 17 ; John 1 : 18. 













CATECHISM, WITH PKOOtfS. 49 

Our Lord • Ye call me Master and 

Lord: and ye say well; 
for so I am. John 13 : 13. See also John 20 : 18. 
lir , . | Now the birth of Jesus 

W ho was conceived Christ was on this wise : 

by tile Holy Ghost, When as his mother Mary 

was espoused to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child of 
the Holy Ghost. Matt. 1 : 18. See also verse 20, and 
Luke 1 : 35. 

t* ii tt* • Joseph also went up from 

Born of the Virgin Galilee, out of the city of 
Mary, Nazareth, into Judea, unto 

the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David,) to be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while 
they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And she brought forth her first 
born Son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, ana 
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for 
them in the inn. Luke 2 : 4-7. See also Isa. 7 : 14; 
Micah 5:2; Matt. 1 : 22, 23. 

c & , j -And 80 Dilate, willing to 

buttered under ron- content the people, releas- 

tius Pilate, ad Barabbas unto them, 

and delivered Jesus, when 
he had scourged him, to be crucified. Mark 15 : 15. 
See Isa. 53 : 4, 5 ; Dan . 9 : 26 ; Matt. 27 : 1, 2, 24-32. 

And it was the third 3 
Was crucified, hour, and they crucified 

him. And the superscrip- 
tion of his accusation was written over, The King of 
the Jews. And with him they crucify two thieves; 
the one on his right hand, and the other on his left. 
And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith. And he 
was numbered with the transgressors. Mark 15 : 25-28. 
Bee also Matt . 27 : 45, 46 ; John 3 : 14, 15 ; 1 Cor. 1 : 23 
OaL 6 • 14. 



1 



• Nine o’clock In the morning. 
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Dead, But when they came ti 

Jesus, and saw that he was 

dead already, they brake not his legs. John 19 : 33. 
See also Luke 23 : 46; Mark 15 : 38, 39. 

. i i • j . Now in the place where 

And buried ; he was crucified there was 

a garden ; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein 
was never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus there- 
fore because of the Jews' preparation-day ; for the sep- 
ulchre was nigh at hand. John 19 : 41, 42. See also 
Matt. 27 : 57-60; Isa. 53 : 9. 

The angels said unto 
The third day he rose them, Why seek ye the liv- 

from the dead: ing among the dead? He 

is not here, but is risen : 
remember how he spake unto you, when he was yet in 
Galilee, saying, The Son of man* must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third 
day rise again. Luke 24 : 5-7. See also John 2 : 19 ; 
Matt. 12 : 40; 28 : 1, 2, &c.; Acts 2 : 24, 30; 1 Cor. 
15 : 4, 14. 

. . And when he had spoken 

He ascended into these things, while they be- 

heaven, and sitteth held, he was taken up; and 
on the right hand of 

God the r ather Al- they looked steadfastly to- 
miglitv. ward heaven as he went 

® J up, behold, two men stood 

by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men 
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? This 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven. Acts 1 : 9-1 1. See also Mark 16:19; Ltikc 
24 : 51 ; Acts 7 : 55, 56 ; Psa. 68 : 18 ; Heb. 10 : 12. 

From thence he shall 

come to judge the and all the holy angels 

quick and the dead. ^ ith btal ] he 

A sit upon the throne of his 

glory : and before him shall be gathered all nations : 
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and he shall separate them one from another, as a shep 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats : and he shall 
set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on th# 
left. Matt . 25 : 31-33. See also Acts 1:11; 10 : 42 , 
2 Tim. 4 : 1, 8; Job 19 : 25; Matt 16 : 27. 

r r v • ,r TT i And suddenly there cam* 
1 believe in the Holy a soun( j from heaven as ot 

Ghost ; a rushing mighty wind, 

and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Acts 2 : 2-4. See also 2 Cor. 13 : 14 ; Acts 5 : 
3, 4; John 14 : 16, 17, 26. 



The holy catholic S. 

Church; thecommu- and all the members of 

uion of saints; that one body, being many, 

are one body: so also is 
Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be 
bond or free; and have been all made to drink into 
one Spirit. 1 Cor. 12 : 12, 13. See also Acts 2 : 44-47 ; 
Rom. 12 : 4, 5 ; Eph. 2 : 19, 20 ; 5 : 23-27 ; 1 Tim. 3 : 
15 ; Heb. 12 : 22, 23. 

^ „ If any man sin, we have 

1 ho iorgiveness 01 an advocate with the Fa- 

sins ; ther, Jesus Christ the 

righteous: and he is tho 
propitiation for our sins : and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2 : 1, 2. 
See also Isa. 1 : 18 ; Matt. 6 : 14, 15 ; Acts 13 : 38 ; 
Col. 1 : 14. 



The resurrection of , ^ 8 * nce ^ man ca ? ae 

. , , , death, by man came also 

tile body, the resurrection of the 

dead. For as in Adam all 

die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 1 Cor. 15 : 

21, 22. See also John 5 : 28, 29; 1 Cor. 15 : 42-44? 

Job 19 : 26. 27. 
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And the life everlast- 
ing. Amen. 

46. See also Isa . 25 : 8 ; 
John 10 : 27, 28. 

Having been bap- 
tized in this faith, I 
will obediently keep 
God’s holy will and 
commandments, 

And walk in the same 
all the days of my 
life, 

God being my helper. 

can do all things through 
me. Phil. 4 : 18. 



And these shall go away 
into everlasting punish- 
ment; but the righteous 
into life eternal. Matt . 25 : 
Cor. 15 : 54 ; Dan . 12:2; 

If ye love me, keep my 
commandments. John 14 : 
15. He that loveth me 
not, keepeth not my say- 
ings. John 14 : 24. 



He that endureth to the • 
end shall be saved. MatL 
10 : 22 . 

Without me ye can do 
nothing. John 15 : 5. I 
Jhrist which strengthened 
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INTRODUCTION. 



As intimated in the Preface to Nos. 1 and 2, 
this number of the catechetical series is designed 
for an advanced grade of study. The aim of 
those numbers in the series was to condense, in 
, the briefest and simplest language, all essential 
Scriptural truth. The aim of No. 3 is to expand 
that truth into fair, if not full proportions. Its 
plan presupposes the thorough learning of the 
questions and answers of the Catechism and of 
the Scripture proofs sustaining the positions af- 
firmed. 

The next thing requisite is to accustom the 
learner to state in a summary form what he has 
learned on the different topics. After this, the 
several truths embraced in each topic should be 
stated separately in their proper order, that the 
mind of the learner may form a distinct compre- 
hension of them and of their appropriate relations 
to other truths. 

When students have learned first to sum up, 
and then to analyze, a given section, they are 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

prepared for tlie additional and explanatory 
questions and answers. 

Into these questions and answers a great num- 
ber of important subjects are introduced in their 
appropriate connections. 

Some of the questions relate to the theory, and 
some to the practice, of religion ; some of them 
are found in other Catechisms, and some are 
new. None have been inserted for the sake of ex- 
tending the work, and none that have beei 
deemed essential to the practical objects of a 
Catechism have been omitted. It is hoped that 
they will all be systematically and thoroughly 
learned in their proper order. Many of them 
will doubtless be suggestive of other questions, 
which an intelligent and judicious teacher can 
verbally supply. 

The study of this Catechism will not be com- 
pleted until the learner shall have prepared him- 
self to give concise and pertinent definitions to all 
the important terms used. 

Definitions of the more prominent and difficulf 
terms have been appended to the several sections 
It should be observed that these definitions ar< 
not intended to supply the place of a dictionary, 
but simply to give a concise and clear explana- 
tion of the words as used in the positions to 
which reference is made. Hence there has been 
3 
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no attempt to reduce words to their original 
form ; on the other hand, words of every form, 
whether noun, verb, participle, adjective, or ad- 
verb, are defined as they occur. 

It is very important for Biblical students and 
teachers to accustom themselves to define words 
dearly and properly. Continued practice will 
cause the habit to become pleasant as well as 
useful. 

The design of this Catechism throughout, is 
not only to exercise the memory, but to discipline 
the mind, to enlighten the understanding, and 
to improve the heart In its preparation, con- 
stant reference has been made to the elaborate 
catechetical works of former times, with the 
intention of copying their excellences and im- 
proving upon their construction and phraseology. 

It is hoped that the study of this manual of 
Christian truth may become universal in our Sun- 
day schools and in our families, and that the day 
will soon come when no person among us of suf 
ficient age will be found ignorant of its contents, 
or unable to give a reason of the hope that is in him. 

The preliminary study of Nos. 1 and 2 will 
render progress in No. 3 at once easy and pleas- 
ant; while the study of No. 3 will bring out 
the enlarged meaning and important applications 
of truths, which, although previously learned, 
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would, without this succeeding study, have re- 
mained comparatively obscure and undeveloped 
in the mind. 

This kind of study should become habitual 
with Christians. As they advance in years, they 
should grow in knowledge as well as in grace ; 
not. so much attempting to learn new things as 
to “comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height ” of 
the truth of God, which may long have been 
familiar to them in its elements. To further this 
object, it is hoped that, at no distant day, the 
Church will have, as a sequel to this expansive 
series. of Catechisms, a complete text-book of 
divinity, prepared after the same arrangement 



OFFICIAL APPROVAL. 

The undersigned, appointed by the late General Con- 
ference to examine Catechism No. 3, to be prepared 
by the editor of the Sunday-school books, hereby state 
that we have, to the best of our ability, performed 
the duty assigned us. 

The manuscript submitted was carefully considered* 
and, after mature reflection, we do not hesitate to 
recommend it for general use in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 

Levi Scott, 

N. Bangs, 

Joseph Holdich. 

New-York, October 8 , 1852. 
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THE CATECHISM. 



V. 




I. GOD. 

§ 1. His Nature and Attributes# 

1. Who made you t 

God. 

2. Who ie Oodt 
The Creator of all things. 

3. What is God f 
An uncreated Spirit. 

4. Where is God ? 

God is everywhere. 

5. What does God know? 

God is all-wise ; he knoweth all things, even the thoughts 
of our hearts. — 1 John iii, 20. 

6. What can God do t 

God is almighty ; he doeth whatsoever he will. 

7. Hou long has God existed f 

God is eternal ; he has lived always, and will live forever. 

8. What is the character of God ? 

44 God is love.” — 1 John iv, 8. 

9. Is God holy ? 

God is holy ; he hateth all workers of iniquity. — P»«. ▼, s. 

10. Is God merciful t 

The Lord is nerciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy.” — Psa. oiii,8. 

11. Is Godjmtf 

The Lord is just, rewarding the righteous and punishing 
the wicked. 

12. Is God true f 

He is “ the God of truth.”— isa. lxv, 16. He " cannot lie.”— 

[Titos i, 3. 
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5 2. —The Persons of God* 

13. Are there more Gods than one f 

44 There is none other God but one.” — l Cor. v»i, 4 

14. Are there more persons in the Godhead than one ? 

There are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one. — l John ▼, ? j 

15. Is the Father God t f 

44 To us there is but one God, the Father.” — l Cot. vffl, «. 

16. h the Son Godf 

Christ “ is over all, God blessed forever.” He is the true 

God. — Rom. ix, 5 ; 1 John ▼, 20 . 

17. Is the Holy Ghost Godf 

The Holy Ghost is “ the Eternal Spirit.” — Heb. lx, 14 , 

18. In what name are Christians baptized t 

In the name of the Holy Trinity — the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. — Mutt, xrnii, 19. 



II. OF CREATION. 

§ 1*— The World. 

19. Can you repeat the first verse of the Bible f 

4 111 the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” 

[Gen. i, 1, 

20. Does God preserve all things which he has made t 
He upholdeth all things by the word of his poorer. — Heb. 1,8. 

§ 2.— Man. 

21. Of what did God make marts bodyf 
44 Of the dust of the ground.” — Gen. ii, 1. 

22. How did God make man's soul f 

God “ breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul.”— Gen. ii, 7. 

23. How do the soul and body differ t 

The body is material and mortal, the soil is spiritual and 
immortal. 

24. Was man created good t 

He was ; God created man in his own image. — Gen. i, 

25. In what did this image of God consist f 

44 In righteousness and true holiness.* — Eph. iv, S 4 . 



26. What authority was given to man at the creation f 
God gave him dominion over every living thing. — Gen. i, s& 
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27. Where did Ood place our first parents? 
*n the garden of Eden. — Gen. u, 8. 

28. What law teas aiven them ? 

The law of perfect obedience. — Gen. a, 16, it. 



IH MAN'S FALL AND SINFUL STATE. 

§ 1* — Sin* 

29. Did our first parents continue holy and hippy f 
They sinned against God, and fell into misery. — Gen. ffi. 

80. What is sin t 

Any transgression of the law of God. — l John m, 4. 

31. What was the sin of our first parents t 
Their eating of the forbidden fruit. 

32. By whom were they tempted to sin ? 

By the devil, in the form of a serpent. — Gen. m, 13 ; Rev. d, % 

§ 2*— Guilt, Prevalence, and Consequences of Sin# 

83. What evil did their sin bring upon them ? 

They lost the image of God, were driven out of Eden, and 
became subject to pain and death. 

34. Did their sin harm any beside themselves t 

“By the offense of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation.” — Rom. ▼, is. 

35. In what state are mankind bom t 

In the image of fallen Adam, destitute of original right- 
eousness. — Gen. ▼, 3. 

36. What are the miseries of this condition t 

All mankind being born in sin, are by nature under the 
wrath of God. 



IV. SALVATION. 

§ 1.— The Source and Grounds of Salvation, viz. : 
The Love of God in Christ and Redemption 
through Christ* 

37. Did Ood leave mankind in sin and misery f 
No ; “ God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.” — John i». ie 
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38. What did the Son of God do to save sinners f 
He became man, lived, suffered, died, and rose again. 

39. How did he become man ? 

Christ, though God, took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of man, having a human body 
and soul. 

40. What example does Christ's life afford us ? 

An example of perfect goodness and holiness. 

41. What did Christ suffer for us? 

“ He humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.” — Phil, ii, 8. 

42. Why did Christ thus suffer and die ? 

To offer to divine justice full atonement for the sins of the 
world. 

43. How are we benefited by Christ's resurrection ? 

He rose for our justification, and ascended to the righ* 
hand of God, where he ever liveth to make intercession for 

U8.— Rom. iv, 25 ; Eph. i, 20 ; Col. iii, 1 ; Heb. vii, 25. 

44. Did Christ make this atonement for all mankind ? 
By the grace of God he tasted death for every man. — Heb. ii, 9 



§ 2* — Conditions of Salvation* 

45. Will all men therefore be saved ? 

No ; “ The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God.” — Pea. ix, n. 

46. Will those be saved who die in childhood before they 
know good and evil ? 

They will ; for Jesus said, “ Of such is the kingdom of heav- 
en. -—Matt. xix, 14. 

47. On what terms are those saved who know good from 
evil ? 

On condition of " repentance toward God and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” — Acts xx, si. 

48. What is repentance ? 

A godly sorrow on account of sin. — 2 Cor. vii, 10 . 

49. How is true repentance indicated? 

By the forsaking of sin and a sincere turning to God. 

50. What is faith in Jesus Ch rist ? 

Faith in Jesus Cnrist is the act of receiving and trusting ill 
him alone for salvation. — John i, 12; Phil, m, 9. 
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51 . Gin toe repent and believe of ourselves? 

No; the power to repent and believe is given us of God.— 

[Eph. ii, 8 ; Rom. xi. ‘W. 

52. How can we know when we believe in Jesus Christ ? 

44 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 

himself/ ’ — 1 John ▼, 10. 

53. What witness is this? 

44 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we 
are the children of God.”— Rom. viii, it. 



§ 3.— The Fruits and Extent of Salvation* 

54. What fruits doth this faith produce ? 

Justification, regeneration, sanctification. — Rom. ▼, l ; John i, 

[12, 13 ; Gal. u, 16 ; 2 Thess. ii, 13. 

55. What is justification ? 

Justification is that act of God’s free grace in which he par- 
dons our sins and accepts us as righteous in his sight for 
the sake of Christ. — Eph. i, 7 ; 2 Cor. v, 21 ; Rom. 3, 24 ; v, 19. 

56. What is regeneration ? 

It is the new birtn of the soul in the image of Christ, 
whereby we become the children of God. — Eph. i, s •, John i, 12, 13 ; 

[John iii, 3 ; Eph. iv, 24 ; 1 John iii, 2. 

57. What is sanctification ? 

Sanctification is that act of divine grace whereby we are 

made holy.— 1 Thess. v, 23; Eph. i, 4; Col. i, 22; Heb. xiii, 12. 

58. May every believer be wholly sanctified in this life ? 
Yes ; God’s command is, 44 Be ye holy, for I am holy and 
his promise is, that 44 if we confess our sins ” he will 
44 cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” — 1 Pet. i, 16 ; 1 Thess. 

[ir, 3 ; 1 John i, 9. 

59. What is implied in being a perfect Christian , or in 
being wholly sanctified ? 

Loving God with all our heart and soul, mind and strength, 
and our neighbor as ourselves. 

GO. Is it possible for a justified or a sanctified Christian 
to fall from grace and perish ? 

It is ; for even the apostle Paul feared lest, after having 
preached to others, he himself should be a castaway. — 

[1 Cor. ix, 27. 

61 . How shall we guard against the danger of falling 
from grace ? 

By watchfulness, prayer, and a life of faith in the Son of 
God. 
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V. THE MEANS OF GRACE. 

§ 1. — The Church and Ministry. 

62 . What are the principal means of grace t 

The Church, the sacraments, the word of God, and prayer 

63 . In what two forms docs the Church of God exist f 
The visible and the invisible. 

64 . What is the visible Church f 

The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful 
men, in which the pure word of God is preached and the 
sacraments duly administered according to Christ’s ordi- 
nance. — Acta ii, 42; Matt, xvi, 18; Eph. v, 57. 

65 . What is the invisible Church t 

The whole body of God’s true people in every period of time. 

66 . Ought not all persons where the gospel is preached , 
to become believers in Christ and members of the 
Church f 

They ought ; in order to have a visible union with Christ, 
the Head of the Church, and communion with his peo- 
ple.— -Eph. v, 23 ; John xvii, 21 ; 1 Cor. xii, 20. 

67 . Who are to preach the word of God and administer 
the sacraments f 

Faithful men, called of God and set apart by the Church to 
the office and work of the ministry. — Heb. v, 4 ; Acta xui, 2 , 3 ; 

[1 Tim. iv, 14. 

§ 2. — The Sacraments. 

68 . How many sacraments has Christ ordained in his 

Church f 

Two ; baptism and the Lord’s supper. — Matt xxviii, 19 ; 1 Cor. 

Lxi, 23 -26. 

69 . What is a sacrament f 

An outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual 
grace. 

(1.) Baptism . 

70 . What is the outward sign in baptism t 

Water, applied in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost.— John iii, 5 ; Matt, xxviii, 19. 

71 . What is the inward grace signified in baptism t 
A death unto sin and a new birth unto righteousness. 

72 . W hat advantages are securca to baptized persons f 
They are admitted to the visible Church of Christ; their 
relation to him as the Mediator of the new covenant, and 
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their title to the spiritual blessings thereto belonging, are 
solemnly oon firmed. 

(2.) The Lord’s Supper . 

73. Why teas the sacrament of the Lord’s supper or • 
dained ? 

For the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of Christ’s 
death, and of the benefits that we thereby receive. — i Ccr. 

[xi, S&-26. 

74. What is the outward sign of the Lord's supper? 
Bread and wine, received according to Christ’s command. 

75. What is the inward grace of this sacrament ? 

The communion of the body and blood of Christ, whereby 
we are reminded of his sacrificial death, and spiritually 
strengthened to do ms will. 

§ 3. — The Word of God and Prayer. 

76. Whence do wc derice all correct knowledge of relig- 
ious truth and duty f 

From the Holy Bible. 

77. What is the Bible ? 

It is the revelation of divine truth, and the record of God’s 
will. 

78. What is the only sufficient rude of a Ch ristian' s faith 
and practice ? 

The word of God, as contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments. 

79. How should wc use the Scriptures ? 

We should seriously and diligently study God’s holy word 
with prayer, that we may understand, believe, and practice 
the same. — John v, 39. 

80. What is prayer f 

Prayer is the offering up of our desires unto God in the 
name of Christ. 

81. With what should prayer be always accompanied? 
With humble confession of sin, with hearty thanksgiving 
for God’s mercies, and sincere faith in his promises 

82. Where should we offer up our prayers? 

Publicly in the house of God, and privately in our families 
and in our closets. 

83. What special example of prayer is given us in Scrip- 
turef 

The Lord ’8 prayer. 
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84 . Can you rej>cat the Lord 1 a prayer t 
Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy narao 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven. Owe us this day our daily bread: and forgive us 
our trespasses, a 9 we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil : 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for- 
ever. Amen. 






VI. GOD'S LAW. 

Duties to God and Man* 

85 . What doe s God require of man t 
Obedience to his revealed will. 

86 . What is the rule of our obedience ? 

The moral law. 

87 . Where is the moral law given f 
In the ten commandments. — Exod. xx. 

88 . What is the frst commandment f 
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

89 . What is the second commandment t 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth : 
thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : 
for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the in- 
iquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me ; and showing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments. 

90 . What is the third commandment, t 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain : 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain. 

91 . What is the fourth commandment ? 

Kemember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 
thou labor, and do all thy work : but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, 
nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that 
is within thy gates : for in 6ix days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
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seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, 
and hallowed it. 

92. What is ike fifth commandment t 

Honor thy father and thy mother ; that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

93. What is the sixth commandment t 
Thou shalt not kill. 

94. What is the seventh commandment f 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

95. What i 9 the eighth commandment t 
Thou shalt not steal. 

96. What is the ninth commandment t 

Thou shalt not beai false witness against thy neighbor. 

97. What is th. tenth commandment t 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor hia 
maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is 
thy neighbor’s. 

98. What is our Saviour’s summary of God’s command- 
merits f 

He said : “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the first and great commandment. And the second is 
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On 
these two commandments hang all the law and the proph- 
ets.” — Matt, xxii, 31-40. 

99. Hoxjd does our Saviour explain the commandments t 
He teaches that they not only forbid sin in act, but in 
thought.” — Matt. ▼, *1, 22 , 21 , 28. 

100. What is our Lord’s precept, commonly called the 
golden rule? 

•• Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them.” — Matt, vtt, 12. 

101. — Can any man he saved by keeping the law f 

No ; “ By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified.” — 

[Rom. iii, 20. 

102 . What then is the use of the law t 

It serves to show men their need of Christ ; “ For by the 
law is the knowledge Of Sin.” — Rom. iii, 20 ; Gal. iii, 19 . 

103. Are all Christians under obligation to keep the law > 

Yes ; they are “not without law to God, but under the law 
to Christ.” — 1 Cot. ix, 21 . 
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V1L OF DEATH, JUDGMENT, AND ETERNITY. 

104. Do tee remain long in this world t 

No; life is short and uncertain, and we oil must die. — 

[Job sir, 10. 

105. Is it not a fearful thing to die f 
It is to all but true Christians. 

106. Why should not true Christians fear to die t 
Because the sting of death is removed, and they know that 
they shall go to heaven. 

107. How long trill the bodies of men lie in the grave t 
Until the last day, when Christ shall come to raise the dead 
for judgment. 

108. Will all the dead be raised ? 

" There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 

and unjust.” — Acts xxiv, 15; John v, 28, 90. 

109. Will all men be judged at the last day? 

“ We must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ ; 
that every one may receive the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” — 

[2 Cor. v, 10. 

110. What sentence will Christ pronounce on the tricked t 
“ Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for tne devil and his angels.” — Matt, xxv, 41 . 

111. What trill he say to the righteous f 

H Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre* 
pared for you from the foundation of the world.” — Matt, xxv, 34 . 

112. What trill then take place t 

The world shall be destroyed by fire ; and the wicked shall 
go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 
UltO life etera&L— Matt, xxv, 46 • 2 Pet. iii, 10 . 
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I. GOD. 

§ 1.— His Nature and Attributes.— Questions 1-12. 

SUMMARY. 

Q. What do you know respecting the nature and at- 
tributes of God ? 

A. God is my Creator and the Creator of all 
things. He is an uncreated Spirit, every- 
where present, all-wise, almighty, and eter- 
nal. “ God is love.” God is holy, merci- 
ful, just, and true. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What doctrines are stated in the summary t 

A. 1. The spirituality of God. 

2. His omnipresence. 

3. His wisdom. 

4. His omnipotence. 

5. His eternity. 

0. His love. 

7. His holiness. 

8. His mercy. 

9. His justice. 

10. His truth. 
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Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q. What is a spirit t 

A. A thinking being without bodily substance, 

Q. Can you merit ion some created spirits t 

A. Angels, both good and bad, and the souls of 
men. 

Q. Wherein does God's spirituality differ from that of 
angels and the souls of men ? 

A. It is self-existent. 

Q. W hat is meant by God's eternity t 

A. That he is without beginning and without end. 

Q. How should we think of God t 

A. With fear and love. 

Q. How should we speak of God t 

A. With reverence and praise. 

Definitions. 

Omnipotence . Possessing all power. 

Omnipresence . Being in all places at once. 

Holiness. Freedom from sin, and infinite purity. 

Love . Tender affection. 

Fear . Holy awe. 

Reverence. Profound respect, devout regard. 

Praise . Thanksgiving and acknowledgment of excellency. 

§ 2.— Persons of God. — Questions 13-18. 
SUMMARY. 

Q. What is the Scripture doctrine of the persons of 
God ? 

A. There is but one God ; but there are 
three persons in the Godhead — the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost — and these 
are equal in power and glory. The name 
3 
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of the Holy Trinity is to be used in the 
formula of Christian baptism. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What are the doctrines of this action t 

A. 1 . The unity of God. 

2. The trinity of persons in the unity of the 

Divine Being. 

3. The Holy Trinity is to be recognized in the 

most common and important ceremo- 
nies of Christianity, e. g., in the formula 
of baptism and of the apostoiie bene- 
diction. Matt, xxviii, 19; 9 Cor. xiii, 14. 

Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q. To what great error of mankind does the doctrine of 
God's unity stand opposed t 

A. To polytheism, or the worship of many gods. 

Q. What sin is almost universal under a belief in more 
gods than one t 

A. Idolatry, which has been practiced by all hea- 
then nations. 

Q. Should we believe the less in the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity , because we cannot comprehend the triune mode 
of God's existence ? 

A. No; for many facts both in nature and in the 
mode of our own existence are beyond our com- 
prehension, but not the less facts. 

Q. What says the apostle Fhul concerning the mystery of 
this subject? 

A. “ Without controversy, great is the mystery of 
godliness : God was manifest in the flesh, justified 
in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the 

3 
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Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up 

into glory.” 1 Tim. iii, 16 ; Eph. iii, 4 ; v, 32 ; Col. ii, 2 ; 1 Tim. Hi, 2. 

Q. What evidences have ice that the Father is a distinct 
divine person f 

A. Several ; the term Father is itself a personal 
title, and works implying personal existence are 
in numerous instances ascribed to the Father in 
the Scriptures. 

Q. What evidences have we that the Son is a distinct divine 
gpcrson t 

A. Mhny ; the term Son is a personal title, 
and to him also personal works are in numerous 
instances ascribed in the Scriptures. 

Q. What cayi you say of the personality of the Holy 
Ghost t 

A. The Holy Ghost is the third person of the 
Holy Trinity, equal in power and glory to the 
Father and the Son. 

Q. What general offices are ascribed in Scripture to ike 
Holy Ghost f 

A. Works of creation and providence, and the 

gift of inspiration. Gen. i, 2 ; Psa. oiv, 30 ; 2 Tim. iii, 16 ; 2 Pet. i, 21. 

Q. What offices did the Holy Ghost perform for Christ t 

A. He framed the human nature of Christ, and 
gave to him wisdom and grace without measure. — 

[Lake i, 85 ; ii, 52 ; Isa. lxi, 1. 

Q. What offices does the Holy Ghost perform with refer- 
ence to sinners t 

A. He convinces them of sin, and strives with 
them, that they may repent and believe. 



Q. What offices does the Holy Ghost perform for those 
who believe in Christ f 

A. He enlightens their minds to understand the 
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Scriptures; assists them in their prayers; bears 
witness with their spirits that they are the chil- 
dren of God ; comforts them in trouble ; sanctifies 
them from all sin, inward and outward ; fills their 
nearts with perfect love to God and to all man- 
kind, and with other excellent grace and virtues. — 

[John xvi, 13 ; Rom. viii, 26 ; viii, 16 *, John xiv, 26 ; Gal. v, 22, 23. 

Q. What offices does the Holy Ghost perform for the 
Church of Christ t 

A. He calls and qualifies men, from time to time, 
to preach the word, and minister the sacraments ; 
renders their preaching effectual to the conversion 
of sinners, and the edification of believers ; and is 
present in all the ordinances of public worship. — 

[Acts xx, 28 ; 1 Thess. i, 5 ; John xiv, 16. 

Q. By what means may you obtain the help and comfort 
of the Holy Spirit i 

A. By prayer. — Loke xi, 13. 

Definitions. 

Unity . Oneness. 

Triune. Three in one. 

Comprehend. Fully understand. 

Idolatry. The worship of idols. 

Formula. Prescribed form. 

Edification. Building up. 



II. CREATION. 

§ 1* — The World. — Questions 19, 20. 
SUMMARY. 

Q. What is the doctrine of the creation as it respects 
the world ? 

A. God is the Creator and upholder of all 
things that exist. 
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Explanatory and Practical Questions. 



Q. What are the most prominent objects of the materiai 
creation f 

A. The earth and the heavenly bodies. 

Q. What objects upon the earth's surface specially dis- 
play the greatness of God's creative power and wis 
dom ? 



A. Mountains, forests, continents, islands, oceans, 
and rivers. 



Q. What smaller objects also indicate God's power and 
wisdom t 

A. Plants, flowers, insects, fishes, birds, and ani- 
mals of countless varieties ; all possessing powers 
and qualities adapted to the elements in which 
they have their being and to the end for which they 
were made. 



Q. What great purposes are obvious throughout the crea- 
tion of Goa f 

A. The manifestation of his own glory and the 
happiness of his creatures. 

Q. What do we understand by God's providence t 

A. His most holy, wise, and powerful presei vation 
and government of all his creatures, great and 
small. 



Q. Ought not God's providence to be recognized in aft 
the events and concerns of life ? 

A. It ought ; for nothing can happen by chance. 
Not even a sparrow can fall on the ground with- 
out our heavenly Father. — Matt, x, 20. • 

Q, Is it possible for man to create anything t 

A. Not the least thinff. 

O 

Question for thought. In which does God's glory most 
appear , in the greater or minuter objects of creation? 
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Definitions. 

Elements. The matter or substance composing the world 
Purpose. Intent, design. 

} fanifestation. Exhibition, display. 

Happiness. Enjoyment, comfort. 

Providence. Superintending care. 

Preservation. Keeping in being. 

Government. Rule and direction. 

§ 2. — Man* — Questions 21-28. 

SUMMARY. 

Q. What Scripture truths can you state respecting 
man ? 

A. God made man’s body out of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nos- 
trils the breath of life; and man became 
a living soul. Man’s body is material and 
mortal, his soul is spiritual and immortal. 
Man was created good and in the image of 
God ; that is, righteous and holy. God gave 
man dominion over every living thing ; and 
he dwelt in the garden of Eden, subject to 
the law of perfect obedience. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What doctrines are stated in this section t 

A. 1. The materiality and mortality of man s 
body. 

2. The immateriality and immortality of his 

soul. 

3. The original righteousness of man’s char- 

acter. 
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Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q. Is God our Creator as truly as he was the Creator of 
Adam f 

A. He is. “ It is he that hath made us, and not 
we ourselves.” — «. »• 

Q. Was the body of man created mortal t 

A. It was not. Death is the consequence of sin. 

Q. What is your soul t 

A. That within me which thinks, knows, and 
wills, wishes and desires, rejoices and is sorry. 

Q. What will become of the soul when the body it dead f 
A. It will continue to exist. It cannot die like 
the body. 

Q. Is not your soul then of great value ? 

A. It is of more value than the whole world. — 

[Mark viii, 86. 

Q. On what does the happiness of the soul depend t 

A. On its righteousness and holiness. 

Q. Whence only can we derive righteousness and holi- 
ness ? 

A. From God, through faith in Christ. 

Definitions. 

Dominion . Rule, government. 

Materiality. The being composed of matter. 

Mortality . Liability to die. 

Immateriality . Spiritual existence, of which matter is 
no part. 

Original . From the beginning. 

The whole world . All earthly possessions. 
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III. MAN'S FALL AND SINFUL STATE. 

|1.—*Sin. §2. — Guilt, Prevalence, and Conse- 
quences of Sin. — Questions 29-36. 

SUMMARY. 

Q. What does the Bible teach us respecting the fall 
and sinful state of man? 

A. Our first parents did not continue holy 
and happy. Being tempted by the devil, 
they transgressed God’s law and fell into 
sin and misery. By their disobedience they 
lost the image and favor of God ; they were 
consequently driven out of Eden, having be- 
come subject to pain and death. 

Their sin not only injured themselves, hut 
all their posterity, who were individually 
horn in the image of fallen Adam, destitute 
of original righteousness, and under the 
wrath of God. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What doctrines are stated in this section ? 

A. 1. Man’s fall from holiness by voluntary sin. 

2. His consequent misery. 

3. The universal prevalence of sin and its 

consequences among the descendants of 
Adam. 

Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q. Were Adam and Eve under any necessity of yielding 
to the temptation of the devil ? 

A. They were not ; they had perfect freedom to 
obey or disobey God at their own choice. 
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Q. Who is the devil ? 

A. The chief of the fallen angels, who, before the 
creation of man, sinned against God, and were 
cast out of heaven. — j«de c>-, 1 p«t. v, 8. 

Q. What is the present state of those fallen angels f 

A. They are reserved to the judgment of the great 
day. 

Q. What is their employment t 

A. Their employment is to tempt men to sin, and 
to lead them to their own place of misery. — jud»« t 

[1 Pet. y, 8. 

Q . Can they do what they please ? 

A. They cannot ; God limits their power, and 
will save from their malice and subtilty all those 
who put their trust in him. — so. Luka S1,8S, 

Q. Are all wicked people then under the influence of 
Satan ? 

A. They are; for he leads them captive at his will. — 

L2 Tim. ii, 26. 

Q. How does Satan tempt men to sin t 

A. By putting evil thoughts and desires into their 
minds, to which they willingly yield. 

Q. What preceded Adam's disobedience f 

A. His disbelief of the word and threatening of God. 

Q. What usually lies at the foundation of disobedience 
and sin against God t 

A. Unbelief, or a want of faith. 

Q. What reasons can you assign why man ought Always 
to obey God? 

A. God is his Creator, his Benefactor, and his 
rightful Governor. 

Q. Why is it right and necessary that God should punish 

sin? 

A. In order to vindicate his law, to preserve his 
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Authority, and to promote the greatest good of 
his creatures. 

Q. What facts can yon mention in proof of the universal 
depravity of man f 

A. History and observation pn. ve that in all 
times, places, and circumstances, men have been 
prone to sin and iniquity. 

Question for Study. Doe* history give account of any 
nation or people who have been free from tears , con- 
tentions, and crimes ? 

Definitions. 

Transaress. To pass over, to break. 

Prevalence . Existence and extension. 

Voluntary. Of one’s own choice. 

Admonish. Warn. 

Listen. To hear attentively. 

Precede. To go before. 

Foundation. That upon which anything rests. 
Benefactor . One who does good to another. 

Governor. One who governs. 

Depravity. Wickedness. 

Vindicate . To sustain, rescue from reproach. 



IV. SALVATION. 

§ 1» — Source and Grounds of Salvation*— 

Questions 37-44. 

SUMMARY. 

Q. On what grounds may we hope for salvation 
from the guilt and consequences of sin 1 

A. “ God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only-begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, hut have 
everlasting life.” 
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Christ, therefore, took upon himself the 
form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of man. While in the flesh he 
gave an example of perfect goodness and 
holiness, that we might walk in his steps. 

To offer to divine justice a full atonement 
for the sins of the world, he humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross. 

Having tasted death for every man, he 
rose for our justification, and ascended to 
the right hand of God, where he ever liveth 
to make intercession for us. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What great Scripture truths are stated in this sum - 
mary ? 

A. 1. God’s love for the world. 

2. His gift of his Son to die for human guilt. 

3. Christ’s humiliation. 

4. Christ’s perfect exampie. 

5. Christ’s atoning death for sinners. 

6. His exaltation. 

7. His intercession in our behalf. 

Explanatory and Practical Questions, 

Q. Was it possible for man to save himself from the guilt 
and consequences of sin? 

A. It was wholly impossible. Man, being fallen 
and depraved, was unable to meet the current de- 
mands of the divine law, that is to perform present 
duty, much 1 «s to make amends for past trans- 
gression. 
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Q. Who undertook, in our behalf, to offer the required 
satisfaction f 

A. Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of mankind. 

Q. What is redemption t 

A. Redemption is that act of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whereby satisfaction for sin is so far mad 
to divine justice that man, on condition of repent 
ance and faith, may be delivered from the guilt, 
power, pollution, and punishment of sin. 

Q. How did the Lord Jesus Christ become our Re- 
deemer t 

A. By taking on him the nature of man, and 
offering himself a sacrifice for our sins. 

Q. In what manner did Christy being the Son of God, be- 
come man t 

A. By taking to himself a true body and a soul, 
being conceived by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, and bom of the Virgin Mary, but with- 
out sin. 

Q, In what did Christ's humiliation consist ? 

A. In making himself of no reputation, and taking 
upon him the form of a servant, and being found 
in fashion as a man ; in humbling himself alid be- 
coming obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross. — i*». nu. 3; Phil, u, t, g. 

Q. How did the death of Christ satisfy divine justice t 

A. Having suffered for our sakes and in our stead, 
it enables Almighty God, consistently with his 
justice and holiness, to exercise his mercy in the 
forgiveness of sins. 

Q. What attributes of God are specially harmonised and 
glorified in the death of Christ t 

A. His justice and his love. 

3 
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Q. With what sentiments ought we to reflect on the suffer- 
ings and death of Christ t 

A. With deep convictions of the sinfulness of sin, 
by which Christ’s humiliation and sufferings were 
occasioned; and with devout thanksgivings for 
God’s unspeakable gift for our redemption. 

Q. In what does Christ's exaltation consist t 

A. In his resurrection from the dead, in his ascen- 
sion into heaven, in his sitting at the right hand 
of God the Father, and in his appointment to 
judge the world at the last day. a^xvu, 3 i. **** 

Q. What offices does Christ fulfill as our Redeemer t 

A. As our Redeemer, Christ has become our 
Prophet, Priest, and King. 

Q. Hoto does Christ execute the office of a Prophet t 

A. In revealing to us, by his word and Spirit, the 
will of God for our salvation. — John i, is-, xx, 31 ; xiv, 25. 

Q. How does Christ execute ihe office of a Priest ? 

A. In his having once offered up himself as. a 
sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and to reconcile 
us to God, and in making continual intercession 

for US. Heb. ix, 28; ii, IT; vii, 25 . 

Q. How does Christ execute the office of a King f 

A. In subduing us to himself, and in ruling and 
defending us, and in restraining and conquering 
all his and our enemies. 

Definitions. 

Source. The origin. 

Grounds. The basis. 

Salvation. Deliverance from evil and sm. 

Consequence. Necessary result. 

Atonement. Propitiation. 

Justification. Pardon and acceptance. 
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Intercession . Pleading for others. 

Humiliation. Degradation, debasement. 

Example. A pattern of life. 

Exaltation. Elevation, glorification. 

Infinite. Unlimited, pertaining to Deity. 

Guilt. Wickedness. 

Pollution. Defilement. 

Punishment. Chastisement. 

Meanness. Lowliness. 

Poverty. Want, indigence. 

Circumstances. Things surrounding. 

Endwrina. Suffering. 

Despised. Contemptuously regarded. 

Dejected. Cast off. 

Satisfy. To meet the full demand of. 

Deserve. To be worthy of. 

Merit. Worth. 

Stead. Place. 

Forgiveness. Pardon. 

Consistently. Properly, of right. 

Harmonized. Made to agree. 

Glorified. Made glorious. 

Sentiments. Thoughts and feelings. 

Conviction. Strong persuasion of mind. 

Sinfulness. Wickedness, guilt. 

Devout. Worshipful, heartfelt. 

Unspeakable. Beyond the expression of language. 
Appointment. Commission. 

Resurrection. Rising from the dead. 

Prophet. An extraordinary teacher. 

Priest. One who sacrifices and intercedes. 

King. One that governs and protects his subjects. 
Execute. Fulfill or perform. 

Continual. Perpetual. 

Reconcile. To restore to favor. 

Subdue. Conquer. 



§ 2. — Conditions of Salvation* — Questions 45-53. 

SUMMARY. 

Q. Will you state what you know of the conditions 
of salvation ? 

A. Although Christ has died for all, yet 
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men are not saved unconditionally, except 
infants and those who know not good and 
evil. 

The conditions of salvation are repentance 
toward God and faith, toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Repentance is a godly sorrow on account 
of sin, indicated by the forsaking of sin and 
a sincere turning to God. 

Faith in Jesus Christ is the act of receiv- 
ing and trusting in him alone for salvation. 
The power to repent and believe is freely 
given of God, and we may know when we 
are true believers in Christ by having the 
Spirit of God to bear witness with our spirit 
that we are the children of God. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What principal doctrines are stated in this section ? 

A. 1. That the salvation of infants, and of those 
who die without having voluntarily 
sinned, is secured by the atonement. 

2. Repentance and faith are the essential con- 
ditions of salvation to all sinners. _ 

8. The witness of the Spirit is the privilege 
of all true believers. 

Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q. What is the inevitable doom of those who die in tin, 
notwithstanding the atonement t 

A. To go away into everlasting punishment. 
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Q. Whose fault will it be y if any are finally lost t 

A. Their own ; since God has freely invited all 
men to come unto him and be saved. 

Q. Is not the mercy of God amply justified in ojjerinQ 
salvation to men on reasonable terms t 

A. Tt is. Indeed God could do no more to save 
them without interfering with their free moral 
agency. 

Q. By what influences are men led to repentance t 

A. By the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit. 

Q. What states of mind are implied in repentance f 

A. A sense of one’s own sinfulness, and an appre- 
hension of the mercy of God in Christ, together 
with grief, and hatred of sin, and a full purpose to 
turn from it to God. 

Q. Can there be any repentance unto salvation , unaccom- 
panied by a forsaking of sin? 

A. There cannot. For “ the sorrow of the world 
worketh death.” — 2 c<». vii, 10. 

Q. What are we to understand by the sorrow of the world t 

A. Regret and grief on account of the consequen- 
ces of sin, without any sincere purpose to amend 
me’s life. 

Q. Can any one be saved by repentance only t 

A. “Without faith it is impossible to please 
God.” “ By grace are ye saved, through faith.”— 

[Heb. xi, 6 ; Eph. ii, 8. 

Q. In what light therefore arc we to regard repentance t 

A. As a necessary preparation for, and antecedent 
to, evangelical faith. 

Q. What is faith in general t 

A. Faith in general is a conviction of the truth 
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and reality of those things of which God has told 
us in the Bible ? 

Q. Can this faith save us t 

A. It cannot ; “ the devils believe, and tremble.” — 

[.Tames ii, 19. 

Q. What are the characteristics of saving faith t 

A. A personal belief that Christ died for me, and 
a personal reliance on him alone, both now and 
forever, for salvation. 

Q. What ought every believer to have as an evidence of his 
faith ? 

A. The double witness of his own spirit and the 
Spirit of God. 

Question for Self-examination. — Have you this faith f 




Definitions. 

Conditions . Term*. 

Indicated . Shown. 

Principal . Chief. 

Inevitable . Unavoidable. 

Interfering with. Influencing. 

Consequences. Results. 

Preparation. The act of making ready. 

Conviction. Inward persuasion. 

Reliance. Confiding trust. 

Unconditionally. Absolutely and without reference to 
terms. 

Witness. Testimony. 

Voluntarily. Willfully, of choice. 

Amply. Fully. 

Apprehension. Perception. 

Amend. Improve. 

Antecedent. That which goes before. 

Characteristics. Peculiar marks. 

Evidence. Proof. 
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i 3* — The Fruits and Extent of Salvation.— 

Questions 54-61. 

SUMMARY. 

Q. T Vhat are the results of saving faith ? 

A. Justification, regeneration, and sanctifi- 
cation. Justification is that act of God’s 
free grace in which he pardons our sins, and 
accepts us as righteous in his sight, for the 
sake of Christ. 

Regeneration is the new birth of the soul 
in the image of Christ, whereby we become 
the children of God: and sanctification is 
that act of divine grace whereby we are 
made holy. 

It is the privilege of every believer to be 
wholly sanctified, and to love God with all 
his heart in the present life ; but at every 
stage of Christian experience there is dan- 
ger of falling from grace, which danger is 
to be guarded against by watchfulness, 
prayer, and a life of faith in the Son of God. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What are the principal doctrines stated in this section t 

A. 1. Justification. 

2. Regeneration. 

3. Sanctification. 

4. The privilege of entire sanctification in this 

life. 

5. The liability and danger of falling from 

grace. 
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6. The necessity of persevering in Christian 
faith and duty to the end of life. 

Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q, What particulars docs the blessing of justification 
imply t 

A. First, the forgiveness of our sins ; second, our 
acceptance with God ; third, our regeneration and 
adoption. 

Q. What is implied in regeneration t 

A. That great change which God works in the 
soul when he raises it from the death of sin to the 
life of righteousness, creating it anew in Christ 
Jesus after the image of God. 

Q. What is adoption t 

A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby 
upon the forgiveness of sins, we are received into 
the number, and entitled to the privileges of the 
sons of God. 

Q. What blessings in this life accompany our justification 
and adoption ? 

A. A sense of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy 
in the Holy Ghost, and hope of the glory of God. 

Q. Are not justification and regeneration very nearly 
identical t 

A. Every one who is justified is also regenerated. 
Justification places us in a new relation , that of 
favor with God. Regeneration is a new state ; 
that of being born again, or renewed in righteous- 
ness. 

Q, What other term is used to signify the great change 
which every sinner must experience in order to enter 
heaven ? 

A. Conversion, which, implying a complete re- 
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newal of heart and life, comprehends justification, 
regeneration, and adoption. 

Q. When is sanctification begun t 

j A. In regeneration, by which we receive power to 

grow in grace and in the knowledge of Christ, 
and to live in the exercise of inward and outward 
holiness. 

Q. What is entire sanctification f 

A. The state of being entirely cleansed from sin, 
so as to love God with all our heart, and mind, 
and soul, and strength, and our neighbor as our- 
selves. 

Q. Should Christians who have attained this high state 
j of grace pause in their career as though there were no 

further improvement ? 

A. They should still grow in knowledge and in 
grace, and improve faster than before. 

| Q. In speaking of Christian perfection , do we imply ab- 

solute perfection, or that its possessor may not err? 

A. Absolute perfection belongs no . to men, nor to 
angels, but to God alone. No man is infallible 
while in the body. 

Q In what then does Christian perfection consist ? 

A. In perfect love. 

Q. Why do we infer that even the highest state of grace 
may be lost , and its possessor perish at last ? 

A. Because the whole of life is a probation, and 
only they that endure to the end have the promise 
of being saved. 

Q. Do the fruits of faith terminate with death t 

A. They are only begun in the present life ; for 
at death the souls of believers immediately pass 
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into glory, while their bodies will rest in the grave 
till the resurrection. — Phil- t **; 1 ThpB "- iT > H - 



Q. What benefit will believers receive from Christ at the 
resurrection f 

A. At the resurrection, believers, being raised up 
in glory, shall be openly acknowledged and ac- 
cepted in the day of judgment, and made per- 
fectly blessed in the full enjoyment of God to all 

eternity. 1 Cor. xv, 43 ; Matt x, 32 ; 1 Theas. iv, 17. 

Definitions. 

Particulars. Several things. 

Identical. The same. 

Relation. Moral position. 

Exercise. Practice. 

Career. Onward course. 

Infallible. Incapable of error. 

Terminate End. 

Acknowledged. Publicly recognized. 

Acceptance. State of favor. 

State. Actual condition. 

Comprehends. Embraces or includes. 

Cleansed. Purified. 

Absolute. Unlimited. 

Probation. State of trial. 

Immediately. At once. 



V. THE MEANS OF GRACE. 

| j, The Church and Ministry. — Questions 62-67. 

SUMMARY. 

Q. What can you say of the Church and ministers 
of Christ ? 

A. The visible Church of Christ is a congre- 
gation of faithful men, in which the pure 
3 
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word of God is preached, and the sacraments 
duly administered according to Christ’s 
ordinance. The whole body of God’s true 
people in every period of time, constitutes 
the invisible Church. All persons where 
the gospel is preached, ought to become be- 
lievers in Christ, and members of his Church, 
in order to have a visible union with the 
Head of the Church, and communion with 
his people. For the establishment and ex- 
tension of true religion, faithful men are 
called of God, and set apart by the Church 
to the office and work of the ministry. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What are the principal topics of this section ? 

A. 1. The visible Church of Christ. 

2. The invisible Church. 

3. The duty of membership in the Church. 

4. The object and privileges of Church-mem- 

bership. 

5. The diviue call of the ministry. 

6. The work and office of the ministry. 

Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q. Has Christ in establishing his visible Church marked 
out any one essential form of organization and govern- 
ment t 

A. He has not, but has evidently left the details 
of Church organization and government to his 
people in different ages and circumstances, subject 
to the general authority of the Scriptures. 
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Q. From what source may we derive the best instruction 
on this subject t 

A. From the examples of the early Churches, as 

recorded in the New Testament. 

Q. Can any particular Church apply to itself the term 
Catholic t 

A. It cannot with propriety, for the essential 
meaning of that term is general or universal. 

Q, How should you regard all attempts to appropriate 
the term Holy Catholic exclusively to any particular 
branch or sect of Christians ? 

A. As absurd and evil : absurd, because even 
granting that the Church pretending to be Catho- 
lic, were a true and holy Church, its course would 
be like that of a single member of a body claim- 
ing to be the body ; evil, because wrong in them- 
selves, and calculated to foster superstition and 
intolerance. 

Q. What must he considered essential to every true Chris - 
tian Church ? 

A. The pure faith of the gospel, a holy ministry 
and membership, and a diligent practice of God’s 
commands. 

Q. What are the essential qmlifications of every trim 
minister of the Lord Jesus Christ t 

A. A sincere faith in God’s word, a genuine con- 
version, and a divine call to the work of saving souls. 

Q. Is it right for a person not having been born again 
nor having true faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ 
to enter the Christian ministry f 

A. Such an act should be considered sacrilegious, 
or a profane meddling with sacred things. 

Q. What is a divine call to the ministry t 

A. It is an act of the Holy Spirit, internally ex- 
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citing a renewed person to take upon him the 
ministry of the gospel, for the glory of God and 
the salvation of men. 

Q . h an interned impression of such a duty sufficient t 

A. It is not; it should be seconded by a corre- 
sponding voice of the Church. 

Q. W hat offices do we recognize in the Christian ministry t 

A. Those of deacons, elders, and bishops. 

Q. What is the duty of a deacon ? 

A. To read and expound the word of God, to in- 
struct the ycung, and to assist the elder in his work. 

Q. What is the duty of an elder? 

A. To preach the gospel, to administer the sacra- 
ments, and to exercise discipline in the Church. 

Q. What is the duty of a bishop ? 

A. To oversee the spiritual and temporal interests 
of the Church, to preach the gospel, to ordain 
other ministers, and to direct their labors. 

Q. Who were the apostles! 

A. Those early ministers who had seen the Lord 
Jesus, and who were personally called, inspired, 
and commissioned by him to be the founders of 
his Church. 

Q. When can a Church he considered apostolic ? 

A. When it has the apostolic doctrine, ministry, 
and worship, being built on the foundation of 
apostles and prophets, Christ himself being the 
Chief Corner-Stone. — e p i». », »• 

Q. Is there or can there he any succession to the apostolic 
office ? 

A. No ; in the nature of the case that office ceased 
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with the circumstances and occasion of its crea- 
tion. 

Q. What then it meant hy the term apostolical succes- 
8\on ? 

A. Its only proper signification is, a succession of 
holy men in the faith and labors of the apostles ; 
in other words, a spiritual succession of those 
who follow the apostles as they followed 
Christ. 

Q. How is the term “ apostolical succession ” sometimes 
improperly used t 

A. In the pretense of tracing an exclusive lineal 
descent of the office of the Christian ministry down 
through the Popes of Rome and the Bishops of 
England, and in this channel only. 

Q. What evils grow out of the doctrine of lineal apos- 
tolical succession t 

A. A spirit of intolerance, and a confidence in 
rites and ceremonies not justified by the word of 
God. 

Q, What sentiments should the different branches of the 
Christian Church cherish toward each other t 

A. Sentiments of respect and charity. 

Q. What was the origin of the term Methodist t 
A. It was first applied to the Wesleys, in En- 
gland, in 1729, as a term of reproach and ridicule 
on account of their method and strictness in relig- 
ious duty. 

Q. What was the moral stale of England at the time 
when the Wesleys arose t 

A. The people in general were ignorant of the 
true nature of religion, and even ministers openly 
practiced sin. 
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Q. What distinguishing doctrines were preached by the 
Wesleys ? 

A. The guilt and total depravity of man, a pres- 
ent salvation by faith in Christ alone, and the 
direct witness of the Holy Spirit. 

Q. What was the result of such preaching f 

A. A great and glorious revival of religion, the 
subjects of which were generally called Method- 
ists. 

Q. Has this revival ceased ? 

A. No ; its effects and benefits have come down 
to us, and thus the term Methodist has been per- 
petuated and made common. 

Q. Why is our Church also called Episcopal t 

A. On account of its form of government, it being 
mder the superintendence of bishops. 

Q. What are some of the characteristics of the 3fethodist 
Episcopal Church t 

A. Its evangelical doctrines, its itinerant ministry, 
and its peculiar means of grace, namely, love- 
feasts and class-meetings. 

Q. What is meant by the itinerancy t 
A. A system of ministerial labor by which, annu- 
ally, every itinerant minister is designated to labor 
in some proper field, and every field, as far as 
possible, furnished with a minister. 

Q. Do ministers and members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church enjoy as high and as complete spiritual im- 
munities and advantages as any other Churchy or 
branch of the Church of Christ? 

A. They undoubtedly do. 

Q. What is a love-feast ? 

A. A meeting of Christians, at which bread and 
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water are partaken of in token of brotherly love 
and in imitation of the early Christians, (Jude 12,) 
at which also narratives of Christian experience 

are given. 

Q. What is a class-meeting t 

A. A weekly meeting of a certain number of the 
members of the Church, one of whom is called 
the class-leader, for social worship and mutual re- 
ligious improvement. 

Definitions* 

Visible . Capable of being seen. 

Invisible . Impossible to be seen. 

Establishment. Founding. 



Extension. Spread. 

Essential. Absolutely necessary. 

Organization. Internal arrangement. 

Government. Direction.. 

Example. Act to be imitated. 

Appropriate. Claim as one’s own. 

Exclusively. Debarring all others. 

Absurd. Without reason. 

Qualifications. Tokens of fitness. 

Superstition. False ideas of religion. . 

Intolerance. Want of charity, disposition to persecute. 

Genuine. Real. 

Exciting. Moving. 

Renewed. Converted. 

Discipline. Government, correction. 



Administer. Officially give. # 

Commissioned . Specially authorized. 
Distinguishing. Peculiar. 

Perpetual. Continued in use. . 

Superintendence. Official oversight. 

Evangelical. In the spirit and truth of the gospel. 
Itinerant. Traveling or moving trom place to place. 
Immunities. Peculiar privileges. 
narratives. Statements. 

Advantages. Means of good or profit. 
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SUMMARY. 

Q. What can you say of the sacraments ? 

A. A sacrament is an outward and visible 
sign of an inward and spiritual grace. 

There are two sacraments, baptism and 
the Lord’s supper. 

1. Baptism. 

Q. What can you say of baptism 1 

A. Water, applied in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is 
the outward sign in baptism, signifying the 
inward grace of a death unto sin and a new 
birth unto righteousness. 

Baptized persons are admitted to the visi- 
ble Church of Christ; and their relation to 
him as the Mediator of the new covenant, 
and their title to the spiritual blessings 
thereto belonging, are, by this sacrament, 
solemnly confirmed. 



ANALYSIS. 

Q. What are the principal topics of this section t 

A. 1 . The definition of a sacrament. 

2. The outward sign in baptism. 

| 3. The inward grace signified. 

4. The advantages secured to baptized per 

sons. 

5. The obligations laid upon them. 

4 3 
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Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q. What is meant by an outward and visible sign f 

A. Something which may be seen and applied to 
a purpose and in a meaning which in its own 

nature it has not. 

Q. What is meant by an inward spiritual grace f 

A. Some favor given us, whereby the state of our 
souls is made better. 

Q. What is the water used in baptism designed to repre- 
sent ? 

A. The blood of Christ, by which he washes us 
from our sins. Rev. i, 5 ; Heb. *u, 24; 1 Pet. i, S. 

Q. Js any particular mode of administering water in bap- 
tism enjoined in Scripture t 

A. There is not; hence it is neither wise nor 
Scriptural to insist upon any mode as essential to 
valid baptism. 

Q What mode of baptism does our Church most cons- 
monly practice f 

A. Sprinkling, as that for which we have the 
greatest number of Scripture examples and analo- 

gies. 

Q. Ts there any Scripture authority for making the sign 
of the cross in baptism f 

A. There is not; and its use is only indicative 
of Romish superstition. 

Q. What authority have we for baptising infant chilr 
dren ? 

^ 'Phe practice of the Apostles 5 and the com- 
rn'and of Christ, wherein he says, “ Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the kingdom of God.”— Mark x. 14. 
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Q. What further authority t 

A.. Christ’s commands : “ Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” “Gc 
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and cf the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost.” Which commands clearly 
include the young as well as the old. — K 

Q. What obligations were laid upon you in Christian 
baptism t 

A. My baptism obliges me to renounce the devil 
and all his works, tne pomp and vanity of this 
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh ; 
also to believe the whole faith of the gospel, and 
to keep God’s holy will and commandments, 
walking in the same all the days of my life. 

Q. Is it right to lay such obligations upon young chil- 
dren t 

A. It is ; for several reasons. 

1. Because God himself makes these require- 
ments of all his creatures. 

2. Because they are under a natural and eter- 
nal obligation to love and serve God, independent 
of this covenant. 

3. Because they are bound for their own good, 
and agreeably to the practice of mankind in other 
things. 

Q. Ought not children to be carefully instructed in the 
nature and obligations of the baptismal covenant f 

A. They ought ; and as soon as they are capable, 
they ought to assume its pledges as their own. 

Q. Will Christian baptism of itself save our souls f 

A. It will not; unless we indeed become new 
creatures in Christ, and are created in him unto 
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good works, we shall forfeit the benefits secured 
to us by baptism. — s cor. v, n ; E P h. u, 10. 

Q. Have we reason, then, to be grateful for this rite. amt 
ordinance of out holy religion f 

A. We should indeed be grateful for it as a di- 
vinely appointed means of enabling us to work 
out our salvation, and to lay hold on eternal hto. 



Definitions. 

Signifying. Indicating. 

Obligations. Incumbent duties. 

Insist upon. Urgently require. 

Renounce. Cast off, reject. 

Independent of. Without reference to. 

Instructed. Taught. 

Ordinance. Divine institution. 

Confirmed. Ratified or strengthened. 

Represent. Show forth, or stand m tface o£ 

Authority. Warrant, permission by Scripture precept or 

example. 

Requirements. Demands. 

Agreeably to. In conformity with. 

Capable • Able. 

2. The Lord's Supper. 

Q. What have you learned concerning the Lord's 
supper 1 

A The sacrament of the Lord’s supper was 
ordained for the continual remembrance of 
the sacrifice of Christ’s death, and of the 
benefits that we thereby receive. The out. 
ward sign of the Lord’s supper is bread and 
wine, received according to Christs com- 
mand. The inward grace of this sacramen t 
is the communion of the body and blood of 
Christ, whereby we are reminded ot his 
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sacrificial death, and spiritually strength- 
ened to do his will. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What are the principal topics of this summary t 

A 1 The object of the Lord’s supper. 

2 The outward sign employed. 

3 The inward spiritual grace signified and 

promoted. 

Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q. What do the symbols bread and wine used in the 
Lord's supper signify t 

A. They represent, as solemn emblems, the body 
and blood of Christ. 

Q. Did the Lord Jesus command that both should be re- 
ceived t 

A. He did ; and those who deny the cup to the 
laity, administer but half a sacrament. 

Q. How should the body and blood of Christ be received 
by believers in the sacrament t 

A. Spiritually, to the strengthening and refresh- 
ing of their souls. 1 Cor. x, 16 •, John fi, 54, 55. 

Q. Are the souls of all persons who receive the consecrated 
elements of the Lord’s supper refreshed and strength- 
ened thereby f 

A. No; very unworthy persons may partake of 
the bread and wine to their own condemnation, 
but true believers only secure the spiritual benefits 
of the sacrament. 

Q. Who ought to partake of this holy sacrament t 

A. All Christians, or persons who profess them- 
selves followers of Christ, should receive the Lord’s 
♦upper with true repentance and faith. 
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Q. Do not those persons professing Christianity act very 
wrong who negled or refuse to receive the Lord's sup- 
per? 

A. They are guilty of great ingratitude to God, 
who has offered them such a privilege ; and they 
violate the express command of Christ, who said, 
“ Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Q. What should he the habit of Christians in reference 
to the sacrament? 

A. To receive it regularly and frequently, in obe- 
dience to the command of Christ. — Lute m, 19. 

Q. What duty do they thus perform to the world ? 

A. They show forth and commemorate the Lord’s 
death until he shall come again. — 1 cor. a, 26. 

Q. What duty toward Ood do we perform in this holy 
act? 

A. We confess Christ, and declare our entire de- 
pendence upon his death as the only atonement 
for our sins, and as our only hope of salvation. 
We also declare our love and thankfulness to God 
for the gift of a Saviour, and our desire to enjoy 
communion with him and with our fellow-Chris- 
tians in the remembrance of Christ’s death. 

Q. What is required of those who come to the Lord's 
supper ? 

A. To examine themselves whether they are in 
charity with all men ; whether they truly repent 
of all their sins, steadfastly purposing to lead a 
new life ; and whether they have a lively faith in 
God’s word and grace. — 1 c»r. *i, ss. 

Q. What do you mean by a lively faith t 
A. Such a faith as shows itself by works pleasing 

tO God. Jame» ii, 17, 18. 
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-//> on 8clf-examinat ion , persons find t hems elves destit uts 
of the proper qucdifications for receiving the holy 
sacrament , have they a good excuse for neglecting it t 

A. By no means. Every one ought to have these 
qualifications ; and no person who has them not, 
is fit for the kingdom of heaven. 

Q. What should such persons do t 

A. Immediately and earnestly seek the grace they 
need by all the appointed means. 

Definitions. 

Strengthening. Making stronger. 

Consecrated. Set apart to a holy use. 

Confess. Publicly own. 

Ordained. Divinely appointed. 

Refreshing. Making vigorous 
Condemnation. Liability to punishment. 

Steadfastly. Earnestly and constantly. 

§3. — The Word of God and Prayer. — 

Questions 76-84. 

SUMMARY. 

Q. What can you say of the word of God ? 

A. The word of God, as contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, 
is called the Holy Bible. It is that revela- 
tion of divine truth and record of God’s will, 
from which we derive all correct knowledge 
of religious truth and duty. It is the only 
sufficient rule of a Christian’s faith and 

practice. 

Q. What is prayer ? 

A. Prayer is the offering up of our desires 
unto God in the name of Christ. Prayer 
should always he accompanied with humble 
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confession of sin, with hearty thanksgiving 
for God’s mercies, and sincere faith in his 
promises. We should pray publicly in the 
house of God, socially in our families, and 
privately in our closets. 

A special example of prayer is given us 
in Scripture, viz. : The Lord’s Prayer. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What are the principal truths recognized in this sec- 
tion t 

A. 1. That God has made a revelation to man. 

2. That the Bible contains that revelation. 

3. That the Scriptures are our only and suffi- 
cient guide to truth and duty. 

4. The nature and duty of prayer. 

11 Analysis of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Preface. Our Father which art in heaven. 
Petition 1. Hallowed be thy name. 

2. Thy kingdom come. 

3. Thy will be done on earth as it is 
done in heaven. 

4. Give us this day our daily bread. 

5. And forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive them that trespass against us. 

6. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 

Doxology. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen, 

Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q, How are we to use the word of God* 

A. By frequently and seriously reading and licar- 
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mg it, with prayer to God that his Holy Spirit 
may show us its meaning, and apply it to our 

hearts. John v, 39 ; Rom. x, 17. 

Q. With what disposition of mind ought we to read and 
hear God's holy word ? 

A. With a meek and teachable disposition ; with 
faith, and an intention to practice it by God’s 

grace. James i, 21 ; Matt, xi, 25; Heb. iv, 2 ; John vii, 17. 

Q. Ought we not often to think upon what we have heard 
and read ? 

A. We ought to lay up the word of God in our 
hearts, and meditate thereon day and night. — 

[Fsa. cxix, 11 ; Lake ii, 19. 

Q, To whom alone should we pray f 

I A. To Almighty God. 

Q. How are we to regard prayer to images , saints, and 
the Virgin Mary f 

A. As idolatry, and forbidden by God’s com- 
mand. 

Q. Is the duty of prayer confined to any class of persons t 
A. Prayer is a universal duty, required of every 
human being. 

Q. What habits should Christians observe with reference 
to prayer f 

I A. They should pray frequently, regularly, and 

fervently. * Thess. v, IT ; Psalm lv, IT ; Phil, iv, 6. 

Q. With what should we always accompany our prayer 
both public and private t 

A. With confession of our sins, and a thankful 
acknowledgment of God’s mercies. 

Q . Do we rightly use the Lord's Prayer when we content 
ourselves with merely repeating its form? 

A. We ought to strive to fully comprehend its 
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meaning, and to offer it with our hearts as well 
as our lips. 

Q. What is the preface or invocation of our Lord ’* 
Prayer t 

A. “ Our Father which art in heaven.” 

Q. In what sense do toe here address God as our Father t 

A. As the Father and Creator of all things ; as the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and especially 
as the Father of all true Christians, or “ children 
of God.” 

Q. In what t cays does God act toward us as our Father? 

A. By his care in preserving us, by his goodness 
in aiding us, by his authority in correcting us, by 
his mercy in forgiving us, and by his love in pro- 
viding for our present and eternal happiness. 

Q. Why should an individual say “ ODE Father ” instead 
of MY Father? 

A. That he may he reminded that God is the 
Father of others as well as himself. We have all 
one Father. — Mai. u, 10. 

Q. How then ought tee to treat all men , and especially all 
Christians ? 

A. We ought to treat them as brethren. 

Q. Why do we add “ who art in heaven 

A. To declare God’s greatness and dominion : for 
“ the Lord hath prepared his throne in the heav- 
ens, and his kingdom ruleth over all.” — Ps. cm, 19. 

Q. What is the first petition in the Lord! s Prayer t 

A. “ Hallowed be thy name.” 

Q. What does “ hallowed ” mean ? 

A. Hallowed means honored, reverenced, sancti- 
fied. 
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Q. What does the “ name ” of God principally denote t 

A. The name of God represents his attributes, his 
authority, and his true religion. 

Q. What, then, do we ask in this first petition f 

A. We pray that God may be everywhere known 
and adored, his authority obeyed, and his relig- 
ion embraced. 

Q. When do we hallow God’s name t 
A. When we never use it profanely or triflingly ; 
but when we worship God truly, and serve him 
faithfully. 

Q. What is the second petition ? 

A. “Thy kingdom come.” 

Q. What is the purport of this petition t 

A. That the kingdom of God may prevail and be 
established, and that the kingdom of Satan, sin, 
and death may be destroyed. 

Q. Of what does God's kingdom consist f 
A. The kingdom of his power, his grace, and his 
glory. 

Q. What should we pray for concerning the first ? 

A. That, as God ruleth over all creatures, he 
would order all things for the glory of his name 
and the good of his people. 

Q. What is the kingdom of grace t 

A. It is that whereby God rules in the hearts of 
nis children by his word and Spirit ; and we pray 
that it may prevail universally, dispelling dark- 
ness and sin. 

Q . What is the kingdom of glo ry ? 

A. It is that final triumph of God’s power and 
grace for which the Christian longs in his antici* 
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pation of heaven, and of which he desires all men 
to become the subjects. 

Q. What is the third petition ? 

A. u Thy will be done on earth as it is heaven. 

Q m What i8 comprehended in this request ? 

A. Universal obedience to God. 

Q. What should he our great and constant business mi 
this world ? 

A. To do God’s holy will. 

Q. How should we do it ? 

A. Cheerfully and perfectly, (by his assisting 
grace,) as the angels do it in heaven. 

Q. With what should we accompany our prayers for the 
coming of God's Jcingdom and the doing of his 
will ? 

A. With zealous labors to promote both through- 
out the world. 

Q. To what general subject do the first three petitions re- 
late? 

A. To the worship and service of God. 

Q. To what do the three following relate ? 

A. To the supply of human wants — those of the 
body and the soul. 

Q. What is the fourth petition, or that relating to our 
bodily wants ? 

A. “ Give us this day our daily bread.” 

Q. What does this petition comprehend and teach ? 

A. It comprehends not merely our food, but all 
other things necessary tor our subsistence and 
comfort; and teaches our constant dependence 
upon God for what we need or enjoy. 
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Q. To what do the fifth and sixth petitions relate t 

A. To the wants of the soul, which are : forgive- 
ness of sins, protection against temptation, and 
deliverance from evil. 

Q. What does the fifth 'petition imply ? 

A. That we have sinned against God, and need 
his pardoning mercy. 

Q. What does this petition also teach t 

A. That we should forgive those who injure us 
as freely and as fully as we hope to he forgiven. 

Q. What is the sixth petition t 

A. “ Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.” 

Q. What is the meaning of temptation t 

A. A dangerous trial or enticement to sin. 

Q. By what are men tempted to sin t 

A. By the devil, who is called the tempter ; by 
wicked people ; and by their own bad passions. 

Q, What alone can preserve us against injury by tempta- 
tion and the evils that are in the world t 

A. God’s gracious power. 

Q, Should we, in offering this petition, contemplate merely 
a deliverance from sin and wickedness vn this 
life t 

A. We should also supplicate deliverance from 
the consequence and punishment of sin in the 
world to come. 

Q. What is the concluding sentence of the Lord’s 
Prayer ? 

A. It is called the doxology, or praise to God. 

“ For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever.” 
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Q. W hat should it teach us t 

A. That in all our prayers we should ascribe to 
God the honor due to his holy name. 

Q. What is the meaning of the word Amen t 

A. Amen signifies verily, truly, or “ so let it be 
and at the end of our prayers, expresses a hearty 
wish that what we have asked for may be granted 
or accomplished. 

Q. Are we to content ourselves with usinq only the Lord's 
Prayer t 

A. The Lord’s Prayer is general in its nature, and 
only designed to give us general instruction as to 
the manner and nature of prayer. 

Q. Are we permitted to ask God for whatever we 
want? 

A. In subjection to God’s will, we are invited to 
“ come boldly to the throne of grace and 
promised, that “whatsoever we ask in prayer 
believing, we shall receive.” — Heb. iv, i 6 ; Matt, ui, 22. 

Definitions. 

Revelation. Publication of what was before secret or 
unknown. 

Sufficient . Nothing wanting. 

Teachable . Disposed to be taught. 

Intention . Purpose, design. 

Meditate. Carefully reflect. 

Comprehend. Understand. 

Denote. Signify. 

Dispelling. Driving away. 

Deliverance. The act of being set free. 

Enticement. Attraction, allurement. 

Contemplate. Desire, expect. 

Supplicate. Pray for. 
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VI. GOD’S LAW. 

Duties to God and Man* — Questions 85-103. 

SUMMARY. 

Q. What defines our chief duties to God and man ? 

A. The moral law of God, as contained in 
the ten commandments. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. How may the moral law he divided ? 

A. 1. Into two tables. 

2. Into ten precepts. 

3. Into negative precepts and affirmative pre- 

cepts. 

Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q. What is sometimes denominated the first table of the 
law t 

A. The first four commandments taken collect- 
ively, which express our duty toward God. 

Q. What is y ill this distinction , the second table ? 

A. The last six commandments, which define oui 
duties toward our fellow-beings. 

Q. What is the force of a negative commandment t 

A. It forbids every sort and degree of the sin it 
condemns, and enjoins the contrary duty. 

Q. What is the force of an affirmative commandment t 

A. It enjoins every sort and degree of the duty 
it expresses, and forbids the contrary sin. 

Q, How many of the ten commandments are negative t 
A. Eight: showing the great tendencies men 
have to evil when without divine restraint, 
k 3 
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Q. What is the purport of the first commandment, “ Thou 
shall have no other gods before me f 

A. The first commandment concerns the ac- 
knowledgment and worship of God, and forbids : 

1. The sin of atheists, who acknowledge n<i 



2. The sin of the heathen, and those who serve 

false gods. , 

3 The sin of those who neglect to serve and 

worship the true God. It also enjoins our su- 
preme worship of the one only and true God, 
whom we should love, fear, trust, and obey, above 



all others. 

Q. What is the purport of the second commandment . 

A. The second commandment concerns the wor- 
ship of idols and false gods, which it forbids in 
every possible form, threatening judgment upon 
those who practice it, and promising mercy to all 

who love and obey God. 

Q. What is the purport of the third commandment f 

A. It concerns the name and honor of God, and, 



in spirit, forbids : 

1. Irreverent thoughts of God. > 

2. Profanity, angry or trifling mention of God s 



3. Blasphemy, or speaking evil of God s name 
or attributes. 

4. Peijury, or false swearing. 

It also enjoins, by inference, a reverent and de- 
vout use of the name of J ehovah. 



Q. What is the purport of the fourth commandment ? 

A The fourth commandment concerns the right 
use of time ; it enjoins the holy employment or 




I 



OATECIII8M. 



sanctification of one day in every week, and dili- 
gent labor during the other six days. 

Q. Why is the first day of the week observed by Christians 
as the Sabbath / and not the seventh day 9 as by the 
Jews ? 

A. To commemorate the resurrection of Christ, 
after which event the first day of the week was 
called the Lord’s day, and hallowed by the dis- 
ciples and Christians. 

Q. Does this change of the Sabbath from the seventh to 
the first day of the week interfere with the original 
commandment t 

A. It does not; since that commandment evi- 
dently relates more to the portion of time which 
should be hallowed than to the particular day of 
the week which should be observed.- 

Q. What are forbidden on the holy Sabbath to all persons 
and families f 

A. All worldly pleasures, and all labors and en- 
gagements, except works of necessity and mercy. — 

[Mark ii, 25-38 ; Lake xiii, 16. 

Q. What duties are enjoined? 

A. God’s day is to be kept holy by his public and 
private worship, by prayer, by alms-giving, by re- 
ceiving and dispensing his word, and by meditating 
upon his glorious works in creation and redemption. 

Q. What is the purport of the fifth commandment ? 

A. The fifth commandment concerns human rela- 
tions, enjoining parental authority and filial honor, 
which implies love, reverence, obedience, support, 
and comfort from all children to their parents. 

Q. What other duties are taught in this commandment , at 
least by inference ? 

A. The reciprocal duties of superiors and inferiors ; 
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for example, rulers, magistrates, ministers, masters, 
and those who are subject to them, and also the 
mutual duties of husbands and wives. 

Q. How is this commandment distinguished by an apostle f 

A. It is called “the first commandment with 
promise.” — E P h. vi, 2, 3. 

Q What is the purport of the tixth commandment t 

A. The sixth commandment concerns the sacred- 
ness of human life. 

It forbids murder and all passions and desires 
leading to that crime, such as anger, hatred, in- 
temperance, and violent words or actions. 

It also enjoins a proper care for the preserva- 
tion of our own lives and the lives of our fellow - 
beings. 

Q j Yhat is the purport of the seventh commandment t 

A. The seventh commandment concerns purity 
of life and chastity of conduct. 

It forbids lasciviousness or impure thoughts, 
looks, actions, and words, together with fornica- 
tion, adultery, and unlawful marriage. 

. It also enjoins, as necessary to keeping its 

spirit, chastity and modesty in thoughts, behav- 
ior, and apparel, and also sobriety and watch- 
fulness. 

Q. What i 8 the purport of the eighth commandment t 
A. The eighth commandment relates to the rights 
of property, and forbids all fraud, robbery, oppres- 
sion, and "theft, or taking what is not our own, 
whether great or small. 

Q. What is the purport of the ninth commandment t 

A. The ninth commandment concerns truth and 
3 
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man’s good name. It forbids lies, jealousies, slan- 
der, (i. e. the raising or circulating false or mali- 
cious reports,) and all false speaking or swearing ; 
while it enjoins truthfulness at all times, and 
charitable feelings and words toward, and of, our 
fellow-men. 

Q. What is the purport of the tenth commandment t 

A. The tenth commandment concerns human de- 
sires and the thoughts of our hearts. 

It forbids lust and covetousness of every kind 
and degree, and teaches us to regulate our affec- 
tions, to restrain sinful desires, and to be content 
with what we have. 

Q. In tohat way does our Saviour teach us that we are to 
keep these important commandments with reference to 
God and our neighbor t 

A. By love, which is the fulfilling of the law. — 

[Rom. xiii, 10. 

Q. Is it possible for us to love God as we ought while the 
heart is yet carnal t 

A. It is not ; and hence we see the necessity of a 
change of heart, or of being born again. 

Q. What is the sum of your duty toward Godt 

A. My duty toward God is to believe in him, to 
fear him, and to love him with all my heart, with 
all my mind, with all my soul, and with all my 
trength ; to worship him, to give him thanks, 
to put my whole trust in him, to call upon 
him, to honor his holy name, his Sabbath, and 
his word, and to serve him truly all the days ot 
my life. 

Q, What is your duty toward your neighbor t 

A. My duty toward my neighbor is to love him 
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as myself, and to do to all men as I would that 
they should do unto me; to love, honor, and sue* 
eor my father and mother ; to honor and obey 
my civil rulers ; to submit myself to all my gov- 
ernors, teachers, spiritual pastors, and masters ; to 
hurt nobody by word or deed ; to be true and just 
in all my dealings ; to bear no malice nor hatred 
in my heart ; to keep my hands from stealing or 
taking what belongs to another, and my tongue 
from evil-speaking, lying, and slandering; to 
keep my body in temperance, soberness, and 
chastity ; not to covet or desire other men’s goods, 
but to learn and labor honestly to get my own 
living, and to do my duty in that state of life into 
which it shall please God to call me. 

Q m Did our Saviour make any addition to the ten com- 
mandments f 

A. Our Saviour, besides making numerous ex- 
planations and applications of God’s moral law, 
said, “A new commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another.” — join xm, 34. 

Q. What does this new commandment mean f 

A. This new commandment means that we should 
not only love our neighbor as ourselves, but that 
we should bear a particular affection for all those 
who are the disciples of Christ — j 0 hnm,^" 

Q. Does not St. James teach us that if we break but one 
of the commandments, we shall fall into condemna- 
tion f 

A. lie does. “For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all.” — 10 - 
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Q • Does not our Lord show us whom toe are to understand 
by our neighbors , and whom we are commanded to 
love as ourselves ? 

A. He does. In the parable of the good Sa- 
maritan, he teaches us that every man of every 
nation is our neighbor, and that if any be in dis- 
tress, we are bound to help and relieve them. 

Q. Has not our Lord given us another important precept 
founded upon our love to our neighbor ? 

A. He has. “Whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them : for this 
is the law and the prophets.” Matt, vii, 12. 

Q. Has he not also given us certain rules to direct us in 
our conduct toward our enemies ? 

A. He has. “ I say unto you, Love your ene- 
mies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despite- 
fully use you, and persecute you.”— Matt, v, 44 . 

Q. How does our Laid direct us to behave toward them 
who have injured us? 

A. We are commanded to forgive them. — 

[Matt, vi, 15. 

Q. Does not the law of God, as explained and enlarged 
in the New Testament , contain various commands as 
to our tempers and dispositions ? 

A. It does: that we ought to be meek and 
lowly ; patient under sufferings ; and kind to all 
men. 

Matt, xi, 29. Learn of me: fori am meek. 

Luke xxi, 19. In your patience possess ye your souls. 

Gal. vi, 10. As we have, therefore, opportunity, let us do 
good unto all men. 

Q. Does it not contain various precepts as to our conduct 
in the different relations of life? 

A. It does. 1. As to husbands and wives. 




68 



CATECHISM. 



Eph. v, 25. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
a* so loved the Church, and gave himself for it. 

Eph. v, 22. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own hus- 
1 tanas, as unto the Lord. 

2. As to parents and children. 

Eph. vi, 4. Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath , 
but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. 

Eph. vi, 1. Children, obey your parents in the Lord ; for 
this is right. 

3. As to masters and servants. 



1 Peter ii, 18. Servants, be subject to your masters with 
all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
fro ward. 

Col. iv, 1. Masters, give unto your servants that which 
is just and equal ; knowing that ye also have a Master in 
heaven. 

4. As to obedience to magistrates and gov- 



ernors. 

Rom. xiii, 1. Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God; the powers 
that be are ordained of God. 

I Peter ii, 17. Honor all men ; love the brotherhood ; 
fear God ; honor the king. 

5. As to ministers of the gospel. 

Heb. xiii, 17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves : for they watch for your souls, as they 
that must give account. 

Q. To what end serveth the law of Ood ? 

A. The law of God serveth, in the first place, 
as the rule of our conduct : and in the second, to 
convince us of sin; for “by the law is the knowl- 
edge of sin.” — R om - s 0 * 

Rom. iii, 23. All have sinned, and come short of the 
rlorv of God. 

Psa. xix, 12. Who can understand his errors? 

Q. Are all transgressions of the law equally great f 

A. Some sins in themselves, and by reason o t 
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several aggravations, are more heinous in the sight 
of God than others. — Johnxix,ii. 

Q. What does every sin deserve ? 

A. Every sin deserves God’s wrath and curse, 
both in this life and that which is to come. — 

[Gal. iii, 10 ; Rom. vi, ‘23. 

Q Does the law of Ood promise the pardon of sin to 
those who have transgressed it t 

A. It does not: pardon is promised only in the 
gospel, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Q. Then must all who do not repent of their sins , and be- 
lieve in Christ , as before explained , remain forever 
under the curse and vengeance of this just and holy 
law? 

A. Certainly: for “he that believeth not shall 
be damned.” — Mark*vi,i6. 

Q. But might you not obtain forgiveness by repenting , and 
keeping the law of God in future ? 

A. This I am not able to do without the grace 
of Christ ; for “ they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God.” But if I could, present obedience 
cannot atone for my past sins, every one of which 
lays me under the curse of the law. — Rom. vui, 8. 

Q. Well then , trusting in the merits of Christ , as a help- 
less , guilty , and undone sinner , will you obtain the 
remission of your sins ; and being regenerated by the 
Holy Spirit , will you be enabled by his help thence- 
forward to please God , and keep his commandments ? 

A. I shall : “ For what the law could not do in 
that it was weak through the flesh, God sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh ; that the right- 
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” — 

[Rum. viii, 3, 4. 
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Definitions. 

Denominated. Named or called. 

Affirmative. That which states or enjoins. 
Negative . That which forbids. 

Enjoins . Commands. 

Irreverent . Lacking reverence or respect. 
Commemorate. Perpetuate the remembrance of. 
Dispensing. Administering. 

Rceiprocal. Mutual. 

Preservation. Continued protection. 

Malicious. Evil or injurious. 

Covetousness. The sin of coveting. 

Regidate. Govern. 

Carnal. In a state of nature. 

Succor . Aid, assist. 

Precepts. Commands. 

Transgression. Infractious disobedience. 
Heinous. Culpable. 

Vengeance. Just retribution. 

Aggravations. Increased provocations. 



VII. DEATH, JUDGMENT, AND ETERNITY. 

Questions 104—112. 

SUMMARY. 

Q. What is the sum of your knowledge respecting 
death, the judgment, and eternity ? 

A. Life is short and uncertain, and we all 
must die. Death is a fearful thing to all 
but true Christians. They should not fear 
to die, because from them the sting of death 
is removed, and they lenow that they shall 
go to heaven. The bodies of men shall lie 
in the grave until the last day, when Chiist 
shall come to raise the dead for judgment. 
There shall he a resurrection of the dead, 
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both of the just and of the unjust, when we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that every one may receive the things 
done in his body according to what he hath 
done, whether it he good or had. Christ 
will then pronounce sentence on the wicked : 
“ Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels/’ And to the righteous he 
will say : — “ Come, ye blessed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.” Then 
the world shall he destroyed by fire, and 
the wicked shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, hut the righteous into life 
eternal. 

ANALYSIS. 

Q. What separate doctrines are herein taught t 

A. 1. The shortness and uncertainty of life. 

2. The certainty of death. 

3. The terror of death to the wicked. 

4. The triumph of the righteous over death 
and the grave. 

5. The resurrection of the dead. 

6. The final judgment. 

7. The destruction of the earth by fire. 

8. The eternal punishment of the wicked. 

9. The eternal happiness of the righte- 
ous. 



3 




72 



CATECHISM. 




Explanatory and Practical Questions. 

Q. Of what great duty should we never lose sight t 

A. Our duty to prepare for death and the judg- 
ment. 

Q. Ought this preparation to malee us sad or gloomy t 

A. By no means. Religion is the source of all 
true and consistent cheerfulness. 

Q. Is there no exception to the personal duty of each one 
to prepare to meet his God t 

A. There is no exception. “ Every one of us shall 
give account of himself to God.” — Rom.«v,i8. 

Q. May every one of us be assured of mercy through the 
blood oj the everlasting covenant ? 

A. Christ tasted death for every man; and “he 
is able to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him.” — Heb. n,9;vii,25. 

Q. What then is our manifest duty t 

A. To seek God while he may be found and to 
call upon him while he is near. — iv, e. 

Q. What urgent motive should quicken us to repentance , 
faith , and all Christian duty t 

A. Fear, lest a promise being left us of entering 
into rest, any of us should seem to come short of 

it. Heb. iv, 1. 

Q. What are tee to dread in case of final impenitence and 
unfaithfulness t 

A. A portion among hypocrites and unbelievers, 
in the place prepared for the devil and his angels, 
where their worm dieth not, and their fire is not 
quenched. 

Q. What mo.y we anticipate if obedient to the commands 
of God and faithful to his grace t 

A. We may look forward to a companionship 
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with saints, and angels, and glorified spirits, and 
our Redeemer, in heaven. 

Q. What if ice should he called upon to suffer persecution 
and sorrow in this life , on account of our hearing the 
cross of Christ t 

A. “Our light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory.” — 2 cor. iv, it. 

Q. What then should he our earnest and constant resolve t 

A. To give diligence to make our calling and 
election sure ; so that an entrance may be minis- 
tered unto us abundantly, into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. — 

12 Pet. i, ie, 11 . 

Definitions. 

Pronounce . Declaie. 

Quenched. Put out, extinguished. 

Cheerfulness. Happy state of mind. 

Anticipate. Expect. 
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